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A N 
ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 


READER 


HIS ſhort Traff, which was 
indeed written too haſtily, was 
not defgewd for the Profit or 

| Reputation of the Author, but for 


the Advantage of Religion, and the 
Good of the Publick. T berefore he: 


freely arknowleges, that he has, in by». 
Second Chapter, borrowed ſeveral Con® 
_ foderable Paſſages from the Ingenious 
{ Author of the Fifth and Eighth Oc-. 
| caliaet Paper ; but promiſes, that 
when 5: 1s able, be will endeavour tos 


;| Return the Obligation. 


A. 2 


A Modeſt Defence 
| OF THE 


CLERGY, 


+£"W 15 ONS 
The INTRODUCTION. 


to all pious Perſons, to find the deplorable Eftes 

of Vice and Lewdneſs, when they once become 

barefac'd and triumphant. All which are but too 

apparent in our preſent Age : And tho' all Ages have 

had. their particular Vices and Corruptions, and their 

ſeveral turns in Wickedneſs, yet I know not whether 

in any there has-heen ſuch an open Defiance of all that 

is Sacred and Divine as in this we-live in. We find 

| that Religion it ſelf has been trampled on, the holy 

Scriptures deſpiſed, Chriſtianity denied, its Sacred My- 

fteries ridiculed, and Mens Principles and Morals fo 

. dangerouſly and openly corrupted, that the Legiſlative 

Power of the Nation, after ſome difficulty, was forced 
to interpoſe , and to put ſome ſtops to the growing _ 
Miſchiets, by reſtraining the publick profeſſion of fuch ® 
pernicious Principles. But the Looſeneſs' and Irreli-. , & 
. B | EY 0 gion þ.. Bo, , 
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_ gion of this Age appear in nothing more manifeſt 


then onthe reat Cofitempt and. Diſfefpet thown tor 
wards the 'Clerty + pencil; who Miniſter in the 
Ofices, and ſupport the ntereſts of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. - To ennumerate al the ſeveral Calumnies and Re- 
proaches that have been caſt upon them in the City, 
world be too tediots an Und&taking, It maybe ſaffici- 
'ent to obferve, That their Ofiferand Furtions have been 
diſowned, their Dignities and Authorities rejeted, their 
Revenues envyd and ftrack at, their Morals uhd Pra- 
aiſes miſrepreſented and cenfur'd, and their Perſons 
expoſed in Writings, upon the Stage, in the Streets, 
and all publick places, after a ſcandalous and pro- 
phane manner. They have been cotripared td the worſt 
of the Pagan Prieſts. They Have been accuſed of trick- 
ing and cheating the World with all kinds of Artifices, 
and 'ffaceountable Phy/feries'; and of lying Chains 
4pon 'the 'reſt of Mankind , 'to advihce their own 
Grandeur *#nd Aythority. They -have'becn cenſured. 
as Peri6his'exhorhitantly *Covetous 'and Ambitious ; 
graſping 'over-greedily at Wealth and Preferments.; 
bf Promiſing 'Heaven to the Lazty, and getting the 
Earth 'to *themſelves. They have been "repreſented 
2s a Mmeaking and fervile People, perpetually 'fawn- 
ing and cringing to great Men, to carty on "their 
oWh private Del:gns. 'They have likewiſe been cen- 

ſar'd as luxurious and pamper'd Perſons; who "ſtudy 
nothing fo "much as to live deliciouſly 'and *to feed 
upon ths - ix of the 'Land, In fumm, Preaching/and 
the 'other' Offfices of tht Church are accounted 4 


_ Wieer Trade, and from the 'Order 'of the Prieſthood, 
Ea RET by many called 'by the name of 
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Thefe and many other Crimes have been hid to 
the Clergys Charge, upon very weak, and oftentimes 
no real Foundations, to their exceeding Diſadvantage, 
and the no lefs corruption of great- numbers of young 
Gentlemen, barn and educated in the City. Bur, alas, 
their Miſchicfs and Misfortunes are not 'now confind 
to Londop ; for Calumny and Detraction are of a Con- 
tagious nature, and fad experience ſhews us, Thar 
this Infection has ſpread it felf, and ſeized upon- many 
of the Gentry in all parts of the Nation, who begin 
to have feveral of the fame unhappy Notions and 
Opinions, and to think very meanly and deſpicably 
of the Perſons and Offices of the Clergy, And theſe 
begin to learn the fame Leffon, and to walk in the 

.ſame' Steps with thoſe in the City. | 

But this is \not all the Miſchicf : For as a Plague. 
firſt ſeizes upon the weaker and more unhealthtul 
Conſtitutions, and afterwards upon the ſtronger, fo 
has this infe&ted not only moſt of the Looſer Part: 
of the Gentry, but hikewiſe many of a ſtricter and 
more conſcientious ſort, who have been too ready 
to hearken and give Credit to many -roundlel 
Stories reported of C!ergy-men ; eſpecially ſuch Gentle- 
men as are no Friends, or at leaſt, no true Friends 
to the preſent eſtabliſhd Church, ſo that we have a- 
nother great Cauſe of the Contempt and Diſreſpec&t 
jhown to the Clergy, beſides the L.ooſeneſs of the- Age, 
namely an Oppoſite and Diſpleaſed Party, 'who have 
little or no kindneſs for the Church, and are apt to ex- 
amine and cenſure the Lives and Actions of” Clergy- 
men without allowance for humane Frailty and* de- 
praved Nature. be | | 
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But whatever the Cauſes have been, it is manifeſt 
the Conſequences are very pernicious both to Religion 
in general, and to the Clergy in particular, who by 
theſe means have been great Sufferers in their Revenues, 
as well as Reputations. Theſe Miſchiefs have of late 
ſo much encreaſed, and have poſleſs'd ſuch great 
numbers in the Nation, that they have met with 
hard Uſage from Perſons of all Parties, eſpecially in all 
publick Burdens. In the late Wars, the Taxes have been 
laid heavier and more unequally upon them than upon 
moſt of their Neighbours; and the Commiſſioners have 


| been: generally harder and more ſevere upon them than 


upon others: Their Lay-Patrons have frequently injured 
and oppreſled them, by tempting their Vertues with 7- 
famous Contratts, and burdening them as much as 
poſlible with their Re/ignation-Bonds, And the meaner 
Perſons have ſo far imitated thoſe of the Superior 
Rank, as to be as great Oppreſlors as their Power will 
permit, as appears trom thoſe Praiſes which were ori- 
inally Incroachments, but are now accounted Legal, 
Rich as Modus's, Compoſitions, Cuſtoms, and the like ; as 
alſo from their lawlcis and unjuſtifiable ways of Cheat- 
ing and robbing their Miniſters of their undoubted 
Rights; and, which is worſt of all, their account- 
ing it no Sin. And if Clergy-men are conſtrained to 
ſue. for any Matter relating to the Revenues of the 
Church, they commonly meet with prepoliefſed and 
prejudic'd Juries, who too often give their Verdicts 
againſt them without either Reaſon or Deliberation. 
Theſe are Miſeries and Calamities very burdenfom to 
the Clergy,and deſfiructive toall Devotion and Piety; and 


fuch.as muſt proceed from very ſtrong and prevailing 


prejudices. Therefore I ſhall endeavour to remove ſome 
of 
% 
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of the principal and moſt dangerous of them ; which 
if I can effe&tby plain Reaſon and Argument, I hope 
I may in ſome meaſure be ſerviceable to a neceſſary 
and uſeful Order of Men, who of late have been rude- 
ly as well 2s unjuſtly treated. It is now commonly be- 
lieved and aſſerted, that there is no divine Inſtitution, 
nor no need of a particular Order of Men in Religious 
Offices; and that any Man may be his own Prieſt , 
and likewiſe teach others what he underſtands him- 


ſelf. But to pretend to inſtruct others i» the Name of 


God, and by an Authority derived from Jeſus Chriſt; To 
offer up the Devotions for the Congregation by way of 
Ofice, as one appointed to this Work ; To Claim a peculi- 
ar Right and Priviledge to Adminiſter Sacraments, and 
to Guide and Govern the Church in matters of Spirt- 
tual Concernment, is accounted Uſurpation and Im- 
poſition, and as I hinted betore, Prieſt-crafe. 

| ſhall therefore in the firſt place prove, That there is 
ſuch a peculiar Order of Men inſtituted by Je/aus Chri/t 
himſelf, and his inſpired Apoſtles ; and that their Of- 
fice is of great uſe, and implies both Dignity and Au= 
thority. After that I ſhall endeavour to vindicate the 
main Body of the Clergy. trom the principal Accuſa- 
tions and Aſperſrons, that the preſent Age has caſt up- 
on them. Bur before I enter upon it, I muſt premiſe 
theſe two particulars. 

Firſt, That this following Diſcourſe 15 not defignd to 
convince Dezſts, and ſuch as dis-believe the Truth of 
tie holy Scriptures; but to remove the prejudices of 
ſuch as acknowledge the Scriptures, who by means of 
their Educations, or. otherwiſe, have imbib'd too harc! 


an Opinton of the Clergy in general. 


Secondly, © 
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| Secendly, I do not Defign to vindicate every particu- 
lar Member of this Order, nor to excuſe any who may 
juſtly deſerve Cenſure : For it is certain that amongſt 
ſuch great numbers, ſome will be culpable. They are 
\ubject like the reſt of Mankind, to the Frailties and 
Infirmities of humane Nature, nor can it be expected 
that they ſhould all alike anſwer the ends of their Cal- 
ling, any more than it can:be expected of any other 
Order or Profeſſion of Men. But I hope with no difficul- 
ty to ſhow, that neither the Order itſelf, nor the Cler- 
gy ingeneral, do deſerve that Contempt and Hard- 
thip under which they ſuffer in the preſent Age. 

Theſe things being premifed, I now humbly offer theſe 
following Reaſons and Arguments to the Conſideration 
of all impartial and ſerious Perſons, eſpecially thoſe 
that are concernd in the Legiſlative and Executive 
-part of the Government, as the Members of both Hou- 
fes of Parliament, the Juſtices of the Peace, and the 
Commutſtioners in the Qccaſional Ads of Publick Aids 
and Taxes, begging that they would plcaſe to read 
and judge of the follpwing Diſcourſe, as becomes Men 
of Reaſon, Equity, and Honour, 


CUAAEP. 0 


Concerning the Funttwn, Dignity, and Amthority of 
the Clergy. 


O vindicate the /u/#itutio and Order of the Cler- 

— gy, may to many ſeem a itrange and uſeleſs un- 
dertaking in a Chriſtzan Country, where the Religion 
of -our bleſſed Saviour, and the holy Scriptures arc 
acknowledged.and citablithed by Law ; and where the 


Miniſters oi the Goſpel :are .in Actual pofſeſſion of the ' 


Rightsthey claim, as.much as.any-other.body of Men. 
But fuch are.the Corruptions of the Age, that it is be- 


come necellary both to caution unwary Perſons, who 
may. beiliable to. be.infeted.by the ſuggeſtions of ſome; 
and to convince others, that, by the liberty they take 1g 
this Matter, they oppugne*that method which:God has- 


appointed 'for the Salvation of the Souls of Men: 
The firit main Queſtion is, whether there be really 


a.peculiar and diſtinct Order of Men, [n/tituted and Ap-- 


pointed by Jeſus Chriſt, tor the Inſtruction and Govern- 
ment.of the \Church, through all ſucceeding Ages. And 
for this matter we muſt appeal to the Holy Scriptures, 


particularly thoſe. of .the New Teſtament, wherein: the - 


great Charter of the Chriſtian Church is conteined. 

If we ſearch thoſe Sacred Records, we ſhall tind, that 
there was ſuch an Order of Men appointed firſt by 
our Lord himſelf, and afterwards by os Apoſtles,” gi- 
{tinguiſhed by their Ofice from the Common Mem- 


bers of the Chriſtian Body ; that though there _ 7 
one :, 
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ſore extraordinaryOficers at the firſt, forReaſons peculiar 
to thoſe times ; yet there were others alſo appointed, 
as the ſtanding Officers of the Church, both for that 
and the future Ages; and ſome of them fixed in eve- 
ry particular Church that was planted by the Apoſlles, 
as an Example to thoſe who were to come after. 

To begin with the Evargelifts, we find this Remar- 
kable Account in the four laſt Verſes of the 9th Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew. And Jeſus went about - all the Ci- 
ties and Villages teaching in their Synagogues, and preach- 
ing the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing every Sickneſs 
and every Diſeaſe among the People. But when he ſaw the 
Multitudes he was moved with Compaſſion, becauſe they 
fainted, and were ſcattered abroad as Sheep having no 
Shepherd. Then ſaid he to his Diſciples, the Harveſt 
truly is plenteous, but the Labourers are few: Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that he will ſend forth 
. Labourers into his Harveſt. Immediately after in the 
beginning of the next Chapter, we find that he made 
choice of his twelve Apoſtles, to go forth and preach 
the Goſpel, heal Diſeaſes, &c. 

From this Account we may obſerve, Firſt, that our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf diſdained not to give an Ex- 
ample 'to ſucceeding Miniſters in his Church, by be- 
ginning the ſame work which they were to carry on ; 
Namely, Teaching and Preaching, as well as healing 
Diſeaſes. Secondly, being mov'd with Compaſſion to- 
wards the Multitudes, he appointed ſeveral Others for 
the Inſtruction and Edification of their Souls. And ſuch 
Reaſons are there given for imploying the firſt 
Preachers of his Goſpel, as will for ever juſtifie the 
continuance of an Order of Choſen Men for that pur- 
pofe, which are here very properly ſtyl'd by the _ 
0 
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of Labourers, That the work in which theſe Labon- 
rers were employed, was of a very high Concern, ap- 
pears farther from what St. Zeke aiſures us,cap.6. ver. 2. 
That the whole Night preceeding the Eletion of 
the 4potles, was ſpent by our Lord in Prayer, no doubt 
{or obtaining the Bleſſing of God upon their Laborrs in 
that great Harveſt. 

As further Occaſion required, we find that our Lord 
{till added to the Number of Preachers; for as St. Luke 
tells us, Ch. ro. v.r. After theſe things the Lord appoint- 
ed other ſeventy alſo,and ſent them two and two before his 
face. For which he alligns the ſame reaſon, as for his 
ſending the Twelve, That the Harveſt truly was great, 
but the Labourers few, v. 2. And gives likewiſe the 
| ſame Commiſllion to theſe, as to the former; and 
particularly to declare in publick, That the Kingdom of 
God was come nigh unto them. 

During our Saviour's Adminiſtration, their Preachers 
were confin'd to the Territories of Judza, and fent on- 
ly to the loſt Sheep of the Fiouſe of Iſrael ; but aiter his 
ReſurreCion, their Province was much cnlarged, tho' 
their Employments were {till the ſame. For ſo it ap- 
pears by the Words of our Saviour to them, Go Teach, 
(or rather,make Diſciples of ) all Nations, Baptizing them 
in the Name-of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoe= 
ver I have commanded you, Matth. 28. 19, 24. To which 
they were encouraged by the following remarkable 
Promiſe, And Joe I am with you always, even to the end. 
of theWorld. Which is a Manifeſt Declaration of our 
Lord's Intentions, that the Apo/t/es ſhouid be ſuccced- + 
ed by others in the ſame Work of preaching the Goſpel; 
and admitting Profelites unto the Church by the right 
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of Baptiſm. His being with them to the end of the World, 
can imply no Jets than this, ſince the Apoſtles them- 
iclves were to Jive but a few years, and conſequently. 
this extenſ:ve Promiſe could not otherwiſe be fulfilled, 
but by bis being with the Apeſtles, and alſo their Succeſ- 


fors, to the end of all things. 


That this Promiſe of 4eing with them to the end of the 
Verld implies, that their W ork ſhould be carryed on 
by others who thould ſucceed them, is likewiſe plainly 
intunated by St. Peter in Is firſt Sermon, which con- 
verted 3000 Souls, where when he had exhorted his 
Hearcrs to Regent aud be Baptized for the Remiſſion of 
their Sins, and that they might recezve the Gift of the 
Holy Gheft, he adds in the —_— Words ; For the 
Premiſe is unto you, and to your Children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God fhallcall. 
AQSs 2. 39. That is the ſame Promiſe of Remiſſion of 
Sins, &c. was made not only to that, but all ſucceed- 
ing Generations, even to as many as ſhould at any 
time be baptized and receive the Doftrine of the Gol- 
pel, when calied by the preaching of it; all which 
ſuppoſes, that there ſhould ever be an Order of Men 
Commillioned to call others to the profeſſion of the Chr#- 
ftian Religion, to Baptize, to Preach the Goſpel, and 
to Ofſficiate according to the Examples of the Apo- 
les in thoſc times. 

Thus was the Church of Chriſt at firſt form'd and 
ſctled, and, as St. Paul expreſles it, Eph. 2. 2. built 
pon the foundation of the Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the Corner Stoxe ; there being, as is evident from 


«this Account, from the firſt foundation of it, ſome 


whoſe Qfice was to Teach and Oficiate, and others 
whoſc buſmeſs was to /earn of them, and joy» with 
| them 
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them in the publick Offices of Religion. And this 
appears farther from the Sequel of the Apoſtolical Hi- 
ſtory, where we find that whereſoever any particular 
Church was planted and ſetled, care was immediately 
taken for fome Standing Officers to be ſetled amonglt 
them, for their Inſtruction and Government ; which 
Officers are frequently mentioned in the New Teſta- 
ment, under the Title of Biſhops or Overſeers, Presby- 
ters or Elders, beſides the Subſervient Deacons, or Mz» 
zifters {trictly fo called. | 
In the Church of Jeruſalem it ſelf, even whilit the 
Apoſfiles were there, Mention is made of Elders or 
Prieſts, as diftingwiſhed both from the Apoſtles, and 
the reſt of the Chritian People, This we find ſeveral 
times in one Chapter, Acts 15.15. Paul and Barnabas and 
certain others were ſent up to Feruſalem unto the 4- 
poſtles and Elders, v. 2. And when they were arrived, 
they were received of the Church, - and of the Apoſtles 
Jo | Elters, v. 4. And not many verſes aiter, it pleas d 
the Apoſtles, and Elders, and the whole Church, &c. 
v. 22, Immediately an Epiſtle is begun with this Sa- 
latation, The Apoſtles and Elders, and Brethren ſend 
Greeting, v. 23. By which it's apparent, that as there 
was a Real diſtintion between theſe three, ſo there 
was a Superiority in Ofice and Dignity belonging to the 
Elders above the Brethren, or the reſt of the Church, 
as there was to the Apoſtles above the Elders. To the 
ſame purpoſe 'tis obſervable, that after this, when St. 
Paul had been travelling through ſeveral parts, and 
returned to Jeruſalem, being delirous to give an account 
of what things God had wrought by his Miniſtry among 
the Gentiles, he 7s ſaid to have gone in unto Janes , 
and. that all the Elders were: preſent, AQts 21. 18, 16 
| C 2 Tam s 
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Zoſiles ſhall hold good. 


Fames it ſcems as the Chief, and the Elders next un- 
der him, Paſtors and Guides of the Church at Feru- 
falem. 

And as it was thus at Jeruſalem, ſo when the Apo- 
ſtles went from thence into other parts ; particularly 
Paul and Barnabas, who by the ſpecial appointment of 
the F/oly Ghoſt, were ſent among the Gentiles, we 
read that they not only conufirmd and encouraged the 
Souls of the new Converts, but where ever they came, 
they ordered Elders in every Church, Adts 14. 22, 23. 
To the ſame end 7imothy was appointed by Saint Pau/ 
to preſide at Epheſus, and Titus at Crete, to inſtruftand 
govern the Churches planted in thoſe parts, and to 
Ordain and ſettle Elders among them, to carry on the 
{ame Work. He Writes thus to Timothy ; The things 
which thou haſt heard of me among(t many Witneſſes, the 
ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 
teach others alſo, 2 Tim. 2.2. And thus to 7itus ; For 
this cauſe left I thee in Crete,that thou ſhouldſt ſet in Or- 
der the things that are wanting, and ordain Elders-in 
every City as I have appointed thee, Tit. 1. 5. To which 
end the Apoſlle in his Epiſtles to each of them, lays 
down the Qualifications of ſuch as ſhould be Ordained 
to any- Eccle/taftical Office. 

Thus far the Holy Scripture lead us as to matter of 
Fat, which is abundantly confirmed by all Ancient 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers, who do unanimouſly aſlure us, 
that the ſame practice of ordaivinz Teachers and Go- 
vernours, was continued in every Chriſtzan Church in 
facceeding Ages ; as we find it ſtill is, and will be as 
long as the Promiſe firſt made by our Lord to his 4- 


Having 
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Having thus briefly ſhewn the 1»/titu7ion and Nature 
of the Sacred Order, I procecd next to the Dignity of 
it, which will appear, Firlt from the Divine [n/titution 
of it ; Secondly from the T/efulreſs, and the Dutics in- 
cumbent upon its Members ; and Thirdly from the 
honourable Titles given them in the holy Scriptures. 

Firſt, for the I»ſfitution ; that I have already ſhown 
to be of a Divine Original, and conſequently muſt be 
highly Honourable, as being derived from him to whom 
(as he himſelf affirms) was given all Authority both 
in Fleaven and in Earth, St. Matth. 28. v. 18. I need 
not inſiſt upon ſo manifeſt a Topic as this, ſince it 
ſo neceſſarily follows the other ; I ſhall only obſerve 
that the manner of conferring this Office was by /ay- 
ing on of the hands of the ' Apoſtles and of thoſ. who 
ſucceeded them in the Government of the Church, 
which was accompanied with Devout Prayer and 
Faſting, both to render the Action more Solemn, and 
to obtain the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt for the 
Perſon ordained, p 

Secondly, The Uſefulneſs and Duties incumbent 
upon the Members of this Order is a ſuiſfcient Des» 
monſtration of its Dignity, The Uſefulneſs is moſt ap- 
parent from the very nature of the Office, which was 
appointed for the Salvation of Mens immortal Souls : 
So that as much as the Soul is more valuable than 
the Body, and as much as the puritying and pertc&- 
ing that, is preterrable to thoſe Mechanical lmploy- 
ments relating to the other, ſo much docs this Imploy- 
ment excel all others. And then for the happy Et- 
tects of this Imployment, St. Paul giving Direttions 
to 7 imothy, lays thus, 7ake heed to thy ſelf , and to thy 
Doctrine, for in doing this thou ſhalt beth fave thy ſelf, 
and 
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and them that hear thee, x Tim. 4. 16. And the fame 
Apoſtle writing to the Fpheftans, and ſpeaking of our 
Saviour, he firit fays, That be gave ſome Apoſtles, and 
-fome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, which were the 
Gnknery Officers, and ſome Paftors and Teachers, 
whick were the Ordinary and ftanding ones : After 
that he tells them the Nature and TUſ/efabre/s of their 
Office tn theſe Words, for the perfetting of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
Zody of Chriſt. 

The Duties incumbent on the Members of the Or- 
der are largely particulariz'd by St. Pazl in his Epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titas, moſt of which do maniteft the 
Dignity of the Office : But to avoid prolixity, I ſhall 
omit them. Only taking notice of one remarkable 
Paſſage in the Aits, Chap. 20. v. 28, &c. When Saint 
Paul im his Travels came to Mzletus, not far from 
Epheſus, he ſent and called the E/ers of that Church 
to him, and gave him. this Memorable and Solemn 
Charge; Take heed to your ſelves, and to all the Flock, 
aver which the Fly Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, to 
feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
own blood, &c. Here we find two moſt weighty Rea- 
fons for the exact Performance of their Duties, both of 
which are ſtrong Proofs of the Dignity of the Im- 
ployment : The firſt is, becauſe they were ſet apart 
to this Office, and made Overſeers to the Flock by no 
leſs than the ZZoly Ghoſt himfelf, all which was effected 
at their Ordination - And the ſecond, becauſe they 
were to feed the Church, which the Eternal Son of 
God did not diſdain to purchaſe with his own blood. 

* Thirdly, The Honourable Name and 7 itles given by 
the Scriptures to the Members of this a” = a 
urther 
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further proof of its Diznity. The moſt common Title 
is that of Paſtor or Shepherd, to feed and watch over 
Chriſt's Flock ; which is 2 word that implies a great 
Truſt committed to the Clergy, and no leſs Care and 
Tenderneſs. Upon which account our Saviour him- 
ſelf is ſtyled by St. Peter, The great Shepherd and Bi- 
ſhop of our Souls, 1 Per. 2. 25. Which likewiſe inti- 
mates, that the Officers appointed in his Church, are 
Shepherds and Biſhops under him, veſted with an Au- 
thority derived from him. 

The Title of Stewards, or Diſpenſers, which is the 
moſt honourable in an Houſhold , is alſo given to the 
Clergy, as we find in St. Paul's Epiſlles ; Let a man ſo- 
account of us as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards ( ongr5:4995 Y of the Myſteries of God, x Cor. 4. 1. 
Theſe allot to every Man his due ſhare, both of La- 
bour and Provifion ; theſe watch over them, and have 
the Care and Order of the other Servants aflign'd ro: 
them. So in this great Family, in which Chritt is the 
Head, the Stewards are a Poſt of great Truſt and Dig- 


nity. But theſe being called Stewards of the Myſteries: 


of God, is an Expreil'on that perhaps will found odly 
to thoſe who have accuſtomed themſelves to harangue: 
againſt Prieft-craft and Myſteries; but they are the 
words of an inſpird Apoſtle. 
They are likewiſe called 4mbaſſadors, and that up- 
on the molt noble and deſirable Meſſage, their buſineſs. 
being to treat of Peace between God and Man, and: 
to deliver the word of Reconciliation, as the foremen= 
tioned Apoſtle has it, God was in Chriſt, reconciling the- 
World to himſelf, and hath committed to us the word, of 
Reconciliation. Now then we are Ambaſſadors ( wpeo(:50- 


per) for Chrift, as though God did beſeech you; by WS 


we 
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we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, 
2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. Theſe are words of a very high 
Sound, of extraordinary -Truſt and Dignity, and im- 
porting great Obligations. 

Another and yet more glorious Title, is that of 4#- 
gels, as being ſpecial Meſlengers of God ; as we find the 
Heads of the Seven Churches of A4/a are called in the 
ſecond and third Chapters of the_ Revelations, as tho 
they were ſo many Guardian Angels over thoſe Churches. 
This Title is given to the Guides of the Church ; and 
as i that were not ſufficient, they are by St. Paul cal- 
led not only the Meſſengers (or Angels ) of the Churches, 
but alſo the Glory of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 8..23. I need not 
expatiate upon any of theſe ſeveral 77tles, nor take 
notice of thoſe others of Biſhops, Overſeers, Watch- 
men, Builders, Labourers, and Soldiers, which are by 
the Scriptures given to the Clergy ; what I have pro- 
duced are ſufficient to prove the Dignity of that Office 
I am vindicating. 

[ proceed next to ſay ſomething of the Authority be- 
longing the Sacred Order, And that it implies Autho- 
rity is very manifeſt from the Account given of its 
Inſtitution and Dignity. But ſince many proofs may 
be added, 1 ſhall take notice in ſhort: of what Inſlructi- 
ons our Saviour and his Apoſtles gave in this Matter. 

As to our Saviour's Inſtructions in this Matter, there 
are two remarkable Paſlages ; the-firſt is in Matth, 18. 
v. I5, &c, which contains his Diſcourſe with his 
Diſciples, concerning the Cafe of one Lrother treſpaſſing 
againſt another, He againit whom the Treſpaſs is com- 
mitted, is firſt direted zo te/ the other of his fault pri- 
wvately between themſelves; "and if that have no Effect 
upon him, then he 1s ?o take with him one or two more, 
DET. as 
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as Witneſſes. But if that Admonition alfo be lot, then 


dl, it follows ze// it to the Charch (for the Congregation ; ) 
zh but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
_ as an Heathen Man and a Publican ; which are very 
plain Dire&tions for Fcclefraſtical Cenſures. But what 
B immediately follows is {till more remarkable ; Yerily 7 


an ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be 
_ bound in Heaven, aud whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, 
” ſhall be looſed in Heaven ; giving the ſame Authority 


- here to the reſt of the Apoſtles, as he had given be- 
d fore to St. Peter, The plain Paraphraſe of this laſt 
- verſe is this; You, my Diſciples, have the Keys of 
', Heaven committed to you as Stewards, and whatſoe- 
a ver willful, ſcandalous, and refra&tory Member you 
4 eject here on Earth, without Repentance and Submiſ- 
' ſon to their juſt Cenſures, he ſhall by me be exclu- 
4 ded Heaven ; and whomſoever you ſhall, upon hum- 
4 ble Acknowledgment, and ſincere Repentance, receive 
F into the Church again, he jhall alſo be pardoned by 


me. 
The other Paſſage is in Saint John's Goſpel, ch. 20. 


v 21,Sc. and is more diſtin&t and ſolemn then the o- wi, 
| ther. Jeſus after his Reſurrection, when he came to + | 
give his Diſciples a more extenſive Power, ſaid to 
| thein, Peace. be unto you ; as my Father hath ſent me, 

even ſo ſend I you. And when he had ſaid this, he 

breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the 

Holy Ghoſt : Whoſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted 

unto them; and whoſoever Sins ye retain, they are re-. 

tained, The former part is a great Confirmation of 
the divine Miffron and Inſtitution of the Order ; and 
the lafter a manifeſt proof of the Authority and Vali-* 
dity of FEcclefraſtical cenſures, which are ſo much now 
held in Contempr. D This 
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This Authority and Power was not only committed 
1i\ſ to the Apoſtles and their Succeſlors, but was alſo exer- 
i ciſed by them upon all Occaſions. What St. Paul did 
j we read in ſeveral places, where he ſpeaks of Deliver- | 
ing unto Satan, for the deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the | 
Spirit might be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, | 
x1 Cor. 5. 5. and this was to be done particularly 7 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, v. 4. And again this Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks of his having delivered ſome unto Satan, Cpar- 
ticularly Hymenens and Alexander, that they may, might 
learn not to blaſpheme. And 'tis obſerveable that he 
docs not only challenge fuch a power himſelf, but 
blames the Church of Coriath in the firſt recited Chap- 
ter, for not cxcrciiing it upon the inceſtuous Perſon 
in his Abſence, and requires them 7o parge out the old 
Leaven,v.7. or as he explains himſelf v.13. to put away 
from among themſelves that Wicked Perſon, and in v. 11. 
not to keep company nor toeat with any that profeſling 
Chriſtianity, ſhould live in any open and ſcandalous 
Vice. In the next Verlie he diſtinguiſhes between thoſe 
without the Pale of the Church, and thoſe within ; tel-. 
ling them, that tho' the former were not under the 
power of their Cerſares, the latter were. 

From theſe and other paſſages it is evident, that 
here were ſeveral kinds of Cenfſures paſt by way of 
Diſciplize upon diſorderly Perfons, the laft and higher 
of which was that of Excommunication, which accor- 
ding to the account in the laſt named Chapter, was to 
be inflicted very ſolemnly. © For thus St. Paul writes, 
v. 3, 4,5. For I verily, as aljent in body, but preſent in 
ſpirit, have judged already, as though T were preſert, 
| concerning him that hath ſo done this Deed ; In the Name 
"wo of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt when ye are gathered together, 


and 
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a1dmy Spirit with the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
7elrver ſuch an one unto Satan, &c. It was to be done 
71 the Name of Chriſt, when the Chriitian Congregati- 
on was ſolemnly aſſembled, by the Judgment and Deter- 
mination of the Apoſtle, and no doubr in ftis abſence, 
by a Sentence denouncd by the Governours of tie 
Church of Corinth, who had the charge and over/ight 
of the Flock. In the like manner as this Cenſure was 
inflicted, ſo it might upon occaſion be remitted, as 
the Apoſtle, in the ſame inſtance, exhorts the Church 
of Corinth, in his next Epiſtle, ch. 2. wv. 6,7, 8. to for- 
give, and comfort, and receive again into their Commu- 
ion, him who they had ejected. 
St. Paul elſewhere ſpeaks of his Authority and Pow- 
er, particularly 2 Cor. 10. 8. and ch. 13. 10, But to 
ſhew that this power was not confined to the Apo- 
ftles ; In his Epiſtle to 7imethy, whilſt preſiding in the 
Church of Epheſus, he plainly thews that he had alſo 
tie like Authority veſted in him, thus in his firſt Epi- 
{tle, Chap. x. 3.  beſought thee to abide at Epheſus, 
that thou mighteſt charge ſome, that they teach no other 
Doftrine ; and again, Chap. 4. 11. Theſe things command 
and teach, Charging and Commanding, and that Teach- 
ers, as well as Hearers, certainly imply ſome ſort of 
Power and Authority, In an other place of the ſame E- 
piſtle, Chap. 5. 19, &c. Againſt an Elder receive not gn 
Accuſation, but before two or three WVitneſſes, them that 
fin rebuke before all, that they alſo may fear. Rebuking 
before all, was an Ac of Authority ; and that it was 
of no ſmall Moment, appears from the very next 
verſe, where he ſolemnly charges him before God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Ele Angels, that he ot- 
ſerve thoſe things without preſerring one before another, 
. doing 
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doing nothing by partiality. In his Epiſtle to 7itus he 
ſpeaks in the very ſame Stile, Chap. 2. 15. Theſe things, 
fays he, ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke with all Authori- 
ty, and Chap. 3. 10. A man that is an Heretick after the 
firſt and ſecond Admonition, rejedt. Here is not only rebu- 
king with all Authority, but rejecting too, aiter the Ad- 
monition ; which maniteltly inter 44thority and Power 
in the Church-Governorr, . to exerciſe a Spiritual Dil- 
cipline, for the ſecurity and reputation of the Chri- 
{tian Religion. 

I grant that there was ſomething extraordinary in 
tie Cenſures of the Apoitles, as in every thing elic 
they did. Their delivering to Satan, had a more viſi- 
ble and ſenſible Efte&t in the Corporal puniſhment of 
the Delinquent, than in after times : But this is no more 
an Argument againſt the Continuation of this Power 
to ſucceeding Ages in the Church, than the ceaſing of 
Miracles, by which the Doctrine of the Goſpel was 
firſt atteſted, is againſt the preaching the ſame Doctrine 
ſtill. *'Tis what has been practiſed in the Church of 
Chriſt down trom the Apoltles times, and what the 
very Nature of ſuch Society requires , to Cexſure, and 
if occaſion be, to caſt out of their Communion difor- 
derly Members. Andif this be ſo, there can no Doubt 
remain, by whom this Power is to be exerciſed. For 
the ſame reaſon that the Paſtors and Governours of the 
Church, admit Members into it by the right of Bap- 


.tiſm, and inſtruct, and guide, and govern them when 


there ; it is they likewiſe who mult, it neceſſity require 


It, caſt out thoſe whoare diforderly by the Cenſure of 


Excommunication. | 
I mighr here properly obſerve what great Authority 
was known and exerciſed among the primitive Chri/t- 


ans, 
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ans, who were the immediate Succeſtors of the Apo- 
{tles; but having already ſhown, that: the Clergy's Au- 
thority is real, their Digzzty great, and their /y/titution 
Divine, I ſhall only in ſhort take notice of what the 
Scriprures ſay concerning the danger of deſpiſing and 
. neglecting thoſe who-are employed, in the great Work. 
or the Miniſtry. 

When our Saviour firlt Commiſſioned his Twelve 
Apoſtles, he added, Fe that receiveth you, receiveth 
me? 3 and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent 
me, Matth. 10. 4. To the ſeventy in like manner. he 
-ſays, . He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpifſeth me, 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me; Luke ro. 16. Both which 
paiiages ſhews them to be of the Nature. of Ambaſſa- 
dors, as they arecalled eltewhere. But leſt any ſhould 
limit this only to thofe who- were ſent immediately 
by Chriſt himſelf, St. Pau/ gives this Charge concer- 
ning 7imothy; He worketh the Work of the Lord, as 
I alſo do, Jet no Man therefore deſpiſe him, x Cor. 6.10. 
and a little after more generally, 7 befeech you Bre- 
thren, you know the Fouſe of Stephanus, That it is the- 
firſt Fruits of Achaia, and that they addifted themſelves. 
to the Miniſtry of the Saints ; that ye ſubmit your ſelves 
unto ſuch , and to every one that helpeth with us, and. 
laboureth,v. 15, 16. To the ſame purpoſe again he ſays, 
we beſeech you Brethren, to know them which Labour a=: 
mong you, and are over ,you in the Lord, and admonijh 
you, aud- to eſteem them very highly for their Works . 
ſake, x Thef. 3. 12. And the Author to the Hebrews 
ſays, Remember them which have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken to you the Word of God, &c. Heb.13. 7. 
And a little farther, obey them that Rule over you, Fe 
ſubnat : 


The Funftions of the C1 tk 6G v, &C. 


ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for your Seuls, as 
they that mujt gave an Account, that they may do it with 
joy , and not with grief ; for that is unprofitable for 
oa. 
« Having briefly gone through thoſe Topicks I pro- 
pos d, I now with tie utmoſt Deference and Moderati- 
on, demand of all conſidering and ferious Perſons 
whether they think I have not prov'd what I aim'd at 
by plain Texts of Scripture, and natural Conſequences 
drawn from them? And alſo whether I have not a- 
greed with the main ſenſe and practice of the Chriſti- 
ans inthe beſt and worſt Ages? If I have prov'd, That 
there is an Order of Men inſtituted by Chri/t himſelf, 
to feed his Flock, which he has purchaſed with his own 
Blood, and continued by his Apoſtles and their Succe(- 
ſors ; That our Lord has promiſed to be with them tov 
the end of the World, and notwithſtanding the mean- 
neſs of the Inſtruments to accompany his Word ſpo- 
ken by them, with the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit ; 
That this Order implies both Dignity and Authority , 
and that all Men ought to e/teem them very highly for 
their Works ſake ; Then I earneſtly beg of them, as 
they muſt anſwer to God and their own Conſciences, 
that they would conſider, what great danger they are 
in, and what extream hazzards they run, who difown 
or diſreſpect this facred Office, or treat it in ſuch a 
manner as may any ways render the diſcharge of it 
ineffectual. This is too great a defiance of God's Laws 
2nd Eſtabliſhments, and the weakening and demoliſh- 
mg the Bulwarks of Picty and Religion. What can the 
eftectsof ſuch proccedings be, Lut to introduce Liberti- 
niſmand Atheiſm, and conſequently contuſion and de- 


AAruction in all Societies and Governments. 
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Tho' this Office is entirely Diſown'd by too: many 
in this Nation, yet they are not altogether : ſo nu- 
merous as thoſe who endeavour to leſſen and de- 
grade it. Theſe latter finding that they cannot de- 
ny the Ofice, without denying the Scriptures, and 
the Hiſtory of the firſt Ages of the Church, when- 
ſoever they are preſſed by way of Argument, im- 
mediately thiitt their Poſt, and joyning with the 
other Party, fall with their utmoſt fury upon the _ 
Perſons and Conduct of the Clergy, They acknow- 
ledge that the Ofice may be Sacred, and of great 
Uſe to Religion, if the End of it were anſwered ; 
but the C/ergy being notoriouſly defeftive and cul- 
pable in that Point, they juſtly deſerve Diſreſpe&t and 
Contempt, and that more, than if they had been of. 
another Profeſſion. Whereupon .they fall to enu- 
merating many Crimes and Corruptions in the Clergy, 
and perhaps” at the ſame time enhance the Dzgn:zy 
of the Office beyond their own beliefs, only to ag- 
gravate the Failings of its Members. 

Since theſe therefore are Prejudices of pernicious: 
Conſequence both to Religion and the Clergy, I ſhalb 
endeavour to remove them with all Decency towards: 
the Perſons who have occaſion'd them. And firſt, I 
{hall examine ſuch as do ariſe from the Revenues: 
of the Clergy; after that from. their Dofrine , and: 
Practices ; and laſtly trom their Lives and Converſa- 
tons, 


CHAP. 


of.” a 1 
Concerning the Revenues of the Clergy, &c. 


of PLURALITIES, &c. 


| HE Revenzes fetled by our Anceſtors, and now 
enjoy d by the Clergy, have occafion'd many un- 
happy Prejudices againſt them, and that from great 
numbers of all Parties. Such as difown their Funtion 
would have all their Revenues taken from them ; and 
ſuch as leſſen and degrade it, would gladly have them 
abridged, and ſo proportionably to their Diſlike of 
their Perſons or Offices. But having. already proved 
their Divine /n/tztution, &c. it will be very eaſie to 
ſhew the Necelſlity of the Clergy's Revenues both from 
Reaſon and Scripture, and alſo to make it appear, that 
-our preſent Clergy have no unreaſonable Incomes, but 
rather the contrary. 

It we examine the Old Teſtament, we ſhall find 
that God himſelf appointed a,_ very plentiful Main- 
tenance of thoſe of the Prieſthood, and much greater 
than for the reſt of the Jews, The Tribe of Lev, 
which was ſet apart for God's ſpecial Service, was 
the ſmalleſt of .the Twelve, and according to the 
Computation of ſome learned Men, who were no 
Friends of the Clergy, they contain'd not much above 


a Sixtieth part of the whole ; yet their Revenues were 


far larger than any of the reſt, as appears from theſe 
Particulars. 1. 'They had the Zyzhes of all the Land, 
in which they had not only a full 7enzh ſet out of all 
kinds of Increaſe, but alſo an Impoſition laid upon all 
Grain 
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- Grain in particular, by means of their firit and ſecond 

Tythes, as amounted to more than a Sixth part of 
the Crop. 2. They had 48 Cities allotted them, which 
were more than double the Number of moſt of the 
other Tribes, tho' they were not one half of the leaſt, 
- nor one ſeventh of the largeſt Tribe. Each of theſe 
Cities had Territories annexed to them, extending - 
every way for the ſpace of Two thouſand Cubits, for 
their Cattel, Goods and Beaſts. 2. They had many 
other conſiderable Perquiftites, as particularly the 
Firſtlings of unclean Beaſts redeemed at a certain Rate 
the firſt Fruits of Wine, Oil and Wooll, the firſt Fruits 
of the Dough ; and of the Firſtlings of clean Beaſts, the 
| Fleſh remained to the Prieſt. They had alſo the Meat- 
offerings, the Sin-oftcrings, the Treſpaſs-offerings, the 
Shake-offerings, the Heave-offerings, and the Shew- 
| bread; and alſo of all Euchariſtical Sacrifices, the Breaſt 
and the Shoulder ; of others the Shoulder and other 
appurtenances ; and of the whole Burnt-offering they 
received the Skin, beſides the free Gifts of the Peo- 
ple, appearing thrice yearly before the Lord : And 
- all theſe were brought in to them without charge or 
trouble, 

As theſe Allowances were very large and bountiful,ſo 
the Reaſons for them were no leſs cogent and ſubſlanti- 
al ; of which theſe two have been particularly allign'd. 
Firſt, That they of the Prie/thood upon whom the Levtes 
attended might be wholly at leiſure for the Service of 
God, and no tbe interrupted, and diſtracted with the an- 
x10us Cares of this World ; but living a kind of Spiritual 
Lite, free from carking Thoughts, they might always be 
ready to receive holy Inſpirations, to ſearch out the 
Mind of Heaven, and to adviſe and direct the Peo- 
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ple accordingly. Secondly, That they might be en- 
abled to relieve the Poor, to be Hoſpitable to Stran- 
gers, and thereby to encourage the People in the 
ways of Goodneſs and Piety ; For the Prieſts —_ in a 
peculiar manner the Servants of God, he was pleaſed 
to entruſt in their hands a greater portion of the good 


_ of the Land, as .the ſafeſt Store-houſe and ' 


Treaſury for ſuch as were Indigent. Theſe Reaſons, 
beſides ſeyeral others, are ſufficient to juſtifie a Libe- 
ral Maintenance of the Clergy in all Ages, unleſs, as 
an ingenious Writer has it, People will count Money 
and Victuals to be only Types and Shadows, and ſo 
to ceaſe with the Ceremonial Law. 

But it is here objected, That the Life and Practice 
of our Saviour was contrary ; who was ſo Poor, that 


he declared, he had not where to lay his head; and 


likewiſe taught his Diſciples to deſpiſe Riches and Do- 
minion, to forſake Houſes and Lands, and to take « 

their Crofs and follow him. That the Apoſlles and firl 

Teachers of the Goſpel were poor Fzhermen and Tent- 
makers, Men of the moſt ordinary Imployments, who 
never fought after Wealth and Preferments, but taught 
the danger of Worldly Riches, and ſuffer'd all the 
Miſeries of Hunger, Nakednefs, Ignominy, &c. And 
further, it has been obſerved, that Religion and Piery 


did never flouriſh more than in thoſe primitive Ages, . 


when the C/ergy were pooreſt, and without any of thoſe 
ample Preterments, and Titles of Honour which fo 
many of them now enjoy. But when by the Super- 
{tition of Atter-times, large Poſleflions were-given to 
the Church, a Deluge of Pride, Luxury, and Sloath, 
broke in upon it, corrupted its Purity, and defacd all 
its Beauty. Thus is the moſt common Objection, 
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which by many is ſet oft with the utmoſt Pomp of 
Wit and Rhetorick , and by ſome who have a very 
ſmall Opinion of the Acts and Doftrine of our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles. But the Anſwer to it 15 very 
caſie. 

Firſt. Since our Saviours Poverty was requiſite to 
his Offce of Medzatorſhip, a thing abſolutely inimitable, 
it can be no Argument for the Poverty of his Mini- 
Ners. And that it was fo, is apparent from St. Paul's 
expreſs words to the Corinthians, Te know the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that tho he was Rich, yet for your 
fakes he became Poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich, 2, Cor. 8. 9. 

Secondly. Tho' our bleſſed Saviour had no Pof- 
ſeſſions, he had the power of working Miracles, which 
was more than equivalent. He who could feed Five 
thouſand People with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
could never want wherewithal to procure him either 
Suftenance or Reſpeft. And tho he commanded his 
Diſciples 70 deſpiſe Riches, to forſake all and follow him; 
yet we find that thoſe things were ſpoken compa- 
ratively, that is, whenſoever they ſhould come in Com- 
petition with Himſelf; as it is plain from Mar. x0. 3 r. 
Fle that Ioveth Father or Mother more than me, is 
mot worthy of me; and he that loveth Son or Daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me. In the next Verſe 
he ſays, Ze that taketh not his Croſs, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. All which is the Duty 
of every Chriſtian, whether of 'the Clergy or Laity, 
to part with the moſt dear and valuable things of 
this World, not excepting Life it ſelf, rather than Re- 
nounce Chriſt and his Religion. > 


E 2 Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. Tho' the Apoſtles were generally of the 
meaneſt Employment and loweſt degree of Learning, 
yet they were able to confound the Wiſdom of the 
Greateſt, by their miraculous Power, and the extraor- 
dinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ; which was a 
greater Advantage and Blefling than all the Poſleſſions 
in the World. They preached indeed againſt the 
dangerous Charms and inordinate Defire of Riches, 
as a Duty to all Chri/ſtzans, but not againſt any Main- 
tenance and reaſonable Revenues of their Brethren in 
the Miniſtry. St. Paul, one of the chief of them, 
mentions gzven to Hoſpitality, as one of the Duties of 
Clergy-men, 1 Tim. 3. 2. which manifeſtly implies Re- 
venues,as much as Buying implies Money or Goods. And 
in another place, after he has ſpoken of the Maintenance 
of the Levitical Prieſts, he ſays, even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained, That they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 14 The two firſt words, 
even ſo, naturally ſhews the meaning of this and the 
foregoing Verſe, to be this, namely, As the Prieſts 
under the Law had a bountitul Maintenance, Ever 
fo hath the Lord ordained, that the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel thould have ſo likewiſe. The Apollles were 
alſo llliterate as well as Poor, which did not at all 
hinder our Saviour's Choice; and if their Poverty 
mult be an Example to the ſucceeding Clergy, why 
not their want of Learning too ? which I preſume no 
Man will affirm. But what is ſtill remarkable, 

Fourthly. 'the Apoſtles and the Primitive Clergy 
were not really ſo Poar as is trequently pretended, and 
believed. 'Tis owned that they had neither Glebe nor 
Tythe; ſuch a fix'd Maintenance being not only im- 
practicable in times of Pcriccution, but alſo —_— 
cnt 
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ſtent with their unſetled State of Life , which was #9 
Teach and Baptize all Nations - Yet there was ſuffici- 
ent Proviſion for them, partly by a miraculous Pro- 
vidence, and more particularly by the liberal Contri- 
butions of the Saints, which we find in many places 
of the New Teſtament : In which times they were 
ſo liberal, that many ſold their Lands and Houſes, 
and laid the Money at the Apoſlles Feet, as we read 
Adts 4. 34, &c. For the three firſt Centuries, whilit 
the Clergies Revenue was not fixed by Law, the O&/a- 
tions of the People were extraordinary ; and Agabardus 
obſerves, That the Devotions of Perſons in firjt Ages 
was ſo great, that there was no occaſion for Laws or 
Canons for the ſupplies of Churches, fince they were ſo am- 
ply provided for by the liberality of the People. Hence 
we read of the Depoſita Pietatis in Tertullian, which 
Allowances were tiled Stipes & Oblationes, which 
were ſo conſiderable, that St. Cyprian in his Epiſtles 
blamed ſome for ſetting their hearts too much upon 
them ; which could not be ſaid of any meer zeceſſary 
Subſiſtance : There he ſays, they. received 7anquan 
decimas ex frudtibus, in lieu of Tythes at that time, 
when moſt of the Chriſtian Churches inhabited: the 
Cities, and gave out of their Stock to maintain the 
Church, and thoſe who attended upon the Service of ir. 
In ſumm, it the Clergy were Poor in thoſe times, it was 
only when the reſt of the Chriſtians were under At- 
fictions and Perſecutions, and not able to make them 
rich. For as in the times of Pcrſecutions they had the 
greateſt ſhare of Pains and Torments, fo in times of 
Indulgence they had the greateſt ſhare of Revenzes, 
and always of Reſpect and F/teem from the Chriſtian 
Laity. And if in after-Ages, when the Churches Re- 
venucs 
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venues were eſtabliſhed by humane Laws, the Clergy 
became more corrupted, it is to be attributed to a 
long Proſperity and a general Contagion of Vice which 
equally ſized on the Laity and Clergy, and not to 
the nature of the Eſtabliſhment it ſelf ; and therefore 
is no more an Argument againſt the Continuance of 
it, than the abuſe of the beſt Meats and Wines againſt 
the due uſe of thoſe Creatures. 

Having briefly ſhewn what conſiderable Incourage- 
ment the Clergy have had in former Ages, both be- 
fore and ſince our Saviour's Time, it will not be im- 
proper to take notice of the Complaints and Clamours 
of many who accuſe the preſent Clergy of Avarice and 
Ambition, of devouring a full Tenth of the Profits of 
the whole Kingdom, beſides their Glebes and Church- 
Lands ; and allo of thruſting themſelves into Secular 
Imployment, and the higheſt Buſineſs of the Nation, 
which muſt needs divert them from their Spiritual 
Offices, and are more proper for the management of 
Men of Politicks, and Secular Education. 

In Anſwer to this Complaint, I ſhall obſerve Firſt, 
That tho' the Clergy ſhould have a full Zexth of the Pro- 
fits of the Kingdom, beſides their Glebes and Charch» 
Lands,yet their Revenues are not proportionable to thoſe 
of the Prieſts and Levites,which were appointed by God 
himſelf. And Secondly, That the Revenues of the Clergy 
are nothing ſo large as they are commonly eſteemed. 

Firſt, That the preſent Clergzes Revenues are not ful- 
ly proportionable to thoſe of the Prieſts and Levites,tho' 
they were as large as they are frequently and inconſide- 
rately. believ'd to be, will immediately appear from 
the former Account given of the Proviſion made for 
that particular Tribe, They had their Firft and 
Second 
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Second Tythes of all Grain; one for the lower, and the 
other for the higher Order ; and likewiſe a full Six- 
tieth part for the firſt Fruit of the Threſhing-floor, 
which when it was no more, was termed the 7heru- 
mah of the evil Eye, or the Nigards firſt Fruits; all 
which amounted to more than a Sixth part of the Crop: 
After this, a very moderate Computer will perceive, 
that the Overplus of their 7exths, their 48 Cities, with 
their Territories, together with their conſiderable Per- 
quiſites formerly mention'd, will be more than propor- 
tionable to the preſent Glebes and Church-Lands of this 
Nation. 

Secondly. The Revenues of the Clergy are nothing 
ſo large as they are moſt commonly believ'd to be. 
And this will appear from theſe following Particulars. 
1. From the Tythes themſelves. 2. From the ſeveral 
Difcharges and Retrenchments. 3. From the great 
Charges and Impoſitions upon the Clergy. 

1. From the 7zthes themſelves ; from which Word 
a great Miſtake has aroſe —_ many, who inconfi- 
derately imagine, and often declare, 'That the Clergy 
enjoy a full 7Zenth of all the Profits of the Nation ; 
which is very eaſily diſprov'd. For firſt, they enjoy 
none of the Profits ariſing from Trade and Commerce, 
which are now grown more conſiderable than the 
Revenues ariſing trom Land. (1 ſpeak not this to in- 
ſinuate as if the Clergy could or ought to claim any of 
theſe, but only to ſhew the Miſtakes of ſome.) Next, 
they enjoy not a Tenth of the Profits that ariſe from 
Houſes, which are very conſiderable in all Places of 
Trade and Buſineſs fo that in moſt of the great Citic3 
and Market-Towns in the Nation, the Clergy do-in a 
great meaſure ſubſilt. upon the voluntary and precari- 
ous 
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ous Contributions of their Pariſhioners. Nor do they 
enjoy a full Tenth of the Products of Land it ſelf ; 
for Timber and ſeveral other Things are excepted in 
the Law. And tho' Cuſtom and Preſcription has made 
an Alteration in ſome Caſes, yet we are aſlur'd that 
one of the moſt ſtanding Rules of the Law is, That 
Tithes are only to be paid of Things that annually en- 
creaſe; ex annuatis renovantibus ſimul © ſemel ; by 
which laſt words all After-Paſture, and ſuch- like, are 
excepted. 

2. The ſeveral Diſcharges 'of the Payment of Tithes 
and other Retrenchments, have made the Clergies 
Revenues much leſs than they ſhould have been, or 
than they ſeem to many Perſcas. And theſe are of 
ſeveral Kinds; as firſt, /mpropriations, the great Tithes 
of which are moſtly enjoy'd by Lay-men , and are 
ſo numerous and conſiderable, that one fourth of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Revenue has been computed to have gone 
that Way. This has been a mighty Diſadvantage to 
Vicarages and Curacies; and what 1s {ll a further In- 
conveniency to the Church and Religion, is, that theſe 
Impropriations are moſt Common in the largeſt Towns 
where the Duties and Labours of the Clergy are great- 
eſt. Next, many Lands, by means of ancient Privi- 
ledges, belonging to particular Orders and Societies, 
and by that which is term'd Unity of Poſſeſſion, are 
wholly exempt from paying any Tithes, either great 
or ſmall. Beſides all which, moſt Pariſhes in the Na- 
tion have ſome way of retrenching and abridging the 
Miniſter of part of his Revenue ; ſuch as by Cuſtoms, 
Modus's, Precriptions and Compoſitions, which in ſome 
Pariſhes are very conſiderable. Moſt of theſe have 


been admitted by the Unforeſight of ſome, and the 
| Neglect 
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; Neglect of others of the Clergy, who were unwil- 


ling to be call'd by the Name? of Covetous and World- 


: Iy-minded People. But 


3. The legal Charges and Impoſitions upon the 


' Clergy are a great Leſſening to their Revenues, and 


ſuch as are ſeldom conſider'd by others. Before and at 
their Entrance upon any Benefice, they muſt be at 
theſe ſeveral Charges, namely, two diſtinct Ordina- 
tions, Preſentation, if (by the Broad Seal) [nſtirution, 
Induftion, Relaxation of the Sequeſtration during the 
Vacancy, Licence to Preach , Zeſtimonials of Su crip* 


' tion and Conformity, &c. Afﬀter theſe Fir/?-Fruits muſt 


be. paid to the King, which, together with above- 
named Charges, and the ſeveral Journies that they 


; muſt of necellity occaſion, do very often drive Cler- 


gy-men to great Streights and Inconveniencies. Theſe 
are the Charges at a Clergy-man's Entrance upon a 
Living, beſides which, above five Pounds now fre- 
quently goes to the King in Stamps; to which I might 
add ſeveral caſual Charges, even in the meaneſt Bene- 
fices, as Dzlapidations, Arrears of Tenths, &c. 

Beſides theſe Charges in the Beginning, there are ma- 
ny conſtant and annual Incumbrances upon the Clergy. 
Aﬀter the Diſcharge of the Fir/t-Fruits, Tenths are 


| yearly paid to the King, which uſually lye upon the 


poor Vicar, while the Lay-Impropriator, who has more 
than two Thirds of the Profits, is exempt. Next 


| follow Procurations and Synodals, which are yearly 
. paid to the Arch-Deacon, and likewiſe to the Biſhop, 


as often as he Viſits his Dioceſs: To which may be 
added annugl Penſions, Corrodies, Buit-Rents, &c. which 
are due from many Livings, to the King, Biſhop, and 


| others ; Beſides which, they have a conſtant Charge 
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of mainrainiug and keeping up their Yicarage and Par- 

. ſonage-Houſes, and the Chancels of Parſonages, and ' 
likewiſe of paying a full Proportion, and frequently* 
more, towards the Maintenance of their own Poor. + 

Among all the ſeveral Charges of the Clergy, I may 

. very properly mention that great One of their Fdu- 

| cati-n, which with their Degrecs in the Univerſttzes, 

{cldom amount to leſs than two hundred Pounds, and 

ſometimes four or five. This chargeable and credi- .. 

table Education may ſet them upon the ſame foot, at 
leaſt, with the inferioyr Gentry ;. although Gentleman | 
1s not their proper flyle in Legal and Canonical In- | | 

ſiruments , being diſtinguiſhed anciently by that of * 

| 
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Clerk, cither with reſpect to their learned Education, 
or their diftin&tion from the Laity ; and tho' the ſtyle 
of Gentleman is applied to them generally in com- 
mon Converſation, and has been made uſe of ſfome- . 
times to burden them in Money-Taxes, yet the In- : 
come of a conſiderable part of the Clergy, does not | 
, excecd that of an ordinary Mechanick ; ſo that thoſe | | 
4. who account Preachivg and the other Ofices of the Clergy | | 
| a mecr Trade, will in the main find it a very poor | | 
and unproiitable one, 'and it they had nothing to ſup- 
port and incourage them but their Perquilites and | | 
Profits in the preſent World, they might well be dif- _ 
fatisfied with their Education and Protellion. | 
Yet notwithſtanding the many Charges and Incum- : | 
brances, and the real Poverty of a great Part of the Cler- 
oy, the main Body of them have been hardly treated as 
to their Revenues ; and particularly, By Publick Taxa- 
tions ; By their Lay-Patrons ; and By their own Pariſhi- | | 
C | oners. | 
( 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, As to Publick Taxations; The Government 
being not rightly informed in the Revenues of the 


' Clergy, have generally laid an heavier Tax upon them 


than upon the Zaity,as may appear from molt of the late 
Money-Adts ; the laſt Three Shillings and Poll-Act arc 
manifeſt Inſtances. In the former of which, and in 
ſeveral other Acts, the Labours of the Clergy may be 


' faid to be taxed, a thing not done direQly to any but 


the Oficers-of Exciſe or ſome other Officers immediate- 
ly depending upon the XA7»g. If an ordinary Artiticer: 
can acquire 3© or 40 /. per annum, not to ſay more, by 
ls Labour ; and a Clergy-man have a Living of the 
like yearly value, which is to be accounted as the Re- 


ward of his Labour; In all Money-Ads the Labours of 


the Artificer are not taxed ; but in the laſt Tax 1697 


| and 1698, no Clergy-men are exempted , although 
' their Livings amount not to above zo Marks per ann. 


(too many ſmall Vicarages and Curacies in England 
being of no greater value) ſo that it may not untairly 


: be affirmed, ' that by that Act, the very Labours of the 


Clergy are taxed. 

And for ſuch Clergy-men whoſe Benefices, one or 
more, (as in caſe of Pluralities) are of much greater 
value, there is no abatement made for their I.abours, 
for the ſupply of Curates, for the foremeationed 


" 4; Charges of Fir/ſt-Fruits, Teaths, Procurations and Syno- 


dals, Reparations, together with great Loſſes by ftrau- 
dulent and injurious Practices in the payment ot 7ithes 
and other Perquiſites ;. Beſides, That both Statute and 
Canon-Laws require, and the World expeds, that the 
Clergy ſhould keep Hoſpitality, which is not fo firictly 
required of the Lazty, altho* Hoſpitality is a general 


|. Chriſtian Duty, and the greater Eſtates of che Laity 
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are better able to ſupport it, which Eſtates being alſo 
Freeholds, are much more valuable than Ecelefiabical 
Eſtates, which are only for Life. 

As to the Poll-A&t; Every Clergy-man having 60/. 
per annum in one, or more, Fccleftaſtical Preterments, 
1s taxed at 4/. per annum; and every Clergy-man 
having 150 /. per annum, in ſeveral Benefices or other 
Feclefaſtical Promotions, 1s taxed at double the faid 
Symm. Whereas a Lay-Perſon, altho' above the Qua- 
lity of a Gentleman, (but not a Peer of the Realm) 
having an Eſtate of the clear yearly value of roo /. 
or more, is taxed but at 47. per annum, altho' this be an 
Eſtate of Inheritance, and being more than 100 /. per ann, 
may be 500, or 1000, or 50007. per annum, and 
the other only an Eſtate for Life, and chargeable with 
many conſtant Payments and Deductions, befides con- 
tingent Burdens, as before-mentioned, to which the 
Lay-Eſtate is not liable. And it may further be ob- 
ſerved, That in the Lay-Eſtate; the Act ſays, the Clear 
yearly value, whereas 1n the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtate, the 
word Clear is omitted, whereby the Commillioners for 
executing the Ac, are left at liberty to make their 
own contiiruction upon Reputation and common Fame 
of the Vahue, which in Eccleſaſtical Eſtates is known 
to be much too high. Theſe Hints are humbly offer- 
ed to the Conſideration and Candour of the preſent 
Honourable Houſe of Commons. 

Secondly. The Clergy, upon the Account of their 
Revenues, have been hardly and unjullly treated by 
many of the Lay-Patrons, eſpecially the looſer and in- 
ferior ſort, who frequently tempt the Vertues of young | 
and unexperiencd Perſons with their Simontaral Proffers, 
which being artfully cover'd over with the Pretences 
of ; 
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A. 


of Buying and Se//ing-other things, and Wagering, &c. 
have too often ſucceeded in this Nation. But one 
of the greateſt Miſchiefs are Bonds of Reſignation, which 
in molt Caſes mult certainly be Simoniacal Re be- 
ing often coloured by the Law, they are ſo mach the 
more dangerous and fatal. "Theſe are the ſure Methods 
to introduce all worthleſs and vicious Perſons into the 
Church ; for all Men of Worth and Vertues wilt never 
endure ſuch Burdens, which in Time neither they nor 


their Succeſſors will be able to bear. 


Thirdly. The Clergy have often been unjuſtly. 


treated by their own Pariſhioners, and that in their 
undoubted Rights. This is a common Practice ; and 
all ſorts of griping and cheating in this Kind, is by 
many accounted no Sin. The Clergy are many times 
put to great Inconveniencies in theſe Caſes. If they 
compound for their Tithes, they are to expect their 
Money when all other Debts are paid ; and if they 
take them in Kind, and demand their tull Dues, they 
are reviled as Catterpillars, Muck-worms, and covetous 
Wretches ; which names are aggravated, if they be 
forced to Sue for the ſaid Dues. 

I ſhall not inſiſt any longer upon the Burdens of 
the Clergy, and the unjuſt Complaints againſt their 
Revenues mn general ; but only take Notice, that when 
their Hardſhips are mention'd, and their Maintenance 
prov'd from Scripture and Reaſon, many ſtart from 
their firſt Accuſation, and declare, 'That they are 
for the reaſonable Subſiſtance of the Clergy, and 
a Competency, but they cannot but diſlice the un- 
reaſonable Bulk of the greater Prefterments. in the 
Church, ſuch as ſome Biſhopricks, Deanertes, Pre- 
bends, &c. and are much diſplcas'd at the Secular 

: Honours 
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Honours conferred upon the Clergy ; but moſt of alt 
condemn fuch of them as are Pluraliſts, and Non- 
Reſidents, which they fay are a notorious Scandal to 
the Church. To theſe perhaps are added ſevera) other 
Accuſations, which ſhall be conſidered in the follow- 
ing Chapters. In the mean time, I ſhall diſtintly 
an{wer to theſe. 

1. Notwithſilanding my Complaint of the great 
Berdens and Incumbrances upon the Clergy, and the 
real Poverty of a great Part of them, yet I freely 
acknowledge that there are many large and conſide- 


rable Preferments in the Church. But theſe are fo 


tar from being any ways unreaſonable, that they are 
neceſſary in many Reſpects. As to Biſhops, he who 
fertoully confiders the extraordinary Qualizcations, the 
vaſt Truſt and Duties, and the no leſs Care and La- 
bours that belong to that Ofice, will find that Ordi- 
nary Revenues can bear no Proportion to them. And 
as a Commander of an Army, and a Governour of 
a Province ovght to have larger Sallaries than the loweſt 
Officers, both to ſupport their Dignity, and to anſwer 
their Care and Trult, fo ought B/hops to have above 
their own Clergy ; which is according to the Apoſlles 
Rule, 7hey which excel in Labour, ought to excel in 
Honour. As for Deavneries, Prebends, Donatives, and 
ſome conſiderable Livings, theſe are proper Rewards 
for Mcn of Learning, Worth, and Piety; and were 
theſe fort of Incouragements once taken away, Lear- 
ning would ſoon decreaſe, all Induſtry decline, and 
the Clergy would become ſcandalous for their Igno- 
rance, as well as contemptible for their Poverty. And 
here } may obſerve, that theſe Perfons who are the 
higheſt Exclaimers againſt the Riches and Revenues 
of 


St WE SH. WW 


\F WI png Ty wW/ \ &# "IN a 4s Pe oat 


(—_—_— ” 


mm” i WP Y%& vs 09 


The Revenues of the CunxrGy, &c. 


of the Church, are generally the greateſt Deſpilers of 
a Clergy-man that 1s poor. | 

2. The Secular Honours and Places of Profit which 
ſome of the Clergy have enjoy'd, have generally pro- 
ceeded from their great Merits and Capacities. And 
if the Kings of Fzz/and, out of a due ſenſe of the 
Abilities and Integrity of the Biſhops, have call'd ſome: 
of them to their private Councels, Commiſſon'd them 
to be Judges in their Courts of Equity, entruſted them 
with the Management of their Treaſury, and other 
principal Offices in the Kingdom, where is the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of this 2 Or why arc the C/ergy to be 
blam'd for it? If it be lawful tor a C/ergy-man to en- 
Joy a Temporal Ellate that comes to him by Deſcent ;. 
why 1s it unlawful for him to excerciſe Temporal Power, 
and receive Temporal Honours when they are given 
him by his Prince > Or why ſhou'd a. Prince be de-- 
priv'd of making uſe of thc Parts and Abilities of any 
of his Subjects 2 But 

3- The moſt Plauſible and Popular part of the Ac- 
cuſation, is the Numbers of Plzraliſts and Non-re/i- 
dents which they fay are a notorious ſcandal to rhe 
Church. Pluralities I grant do- fometimes fall upon 
undeſerving Perſons, and ſome Pluraliſts have, and may 
be Scandalous, but this is no ſufficient Argument to- 
prove Pluralities unreaſonable. For the Laws, that 
limit and allow of ſuch, are founded upon good Rea- 
ſons, and always ſuppoſe peculiar Merits and Qualifi- 
cations in the Perſon that ſhall enjoy the Benetit of 
them; and as they were deſigned, they may often 
prove to the real Advantage of the Church and Re- 
ligion. If a Perſon refides at the Univerſity, while 
his Living in the Country is ſupply'd by another, he 
may. : 
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may by that means become afterwards more ſervice- 
ae to the Church, than if he had ſupply'd the Cure 
all along in his own Perſon. So likewiſe may a lear- 
ned Divine in caſe of a Plurality, by being a more 
ſgnal Example of Hoſpitality and Charity, by impro- 
ving his own Studies, and by encouraging, direting, 
and aſliſting the Studies of worthy Curates, who may 
afterwards be Ornaments to the Church. I mult con- 
eſs that theſe ought not to be allow'd and practis'd 
without great Caution and Conſideration ; and I ac- 
knowledge that there have been ſome Miſtakes and 
Abuſes in this kind : But to fay that there are no 
Corruptions among the Clergy , is to ſuppoſe them 
Angels and not Men. 

But after all theſe many Complaints, the greateſt, 
number of Plaraliſis are ſo, out of pure neceſlity, 
their Livings being ſo ſmall as will ſcarce ſupply 
them with the common neceſlaries of Life. In theſe 
Caſes there need no Diſpenſations, and the molt rigid 
Enemies to Plaralities have always allow'd of theſe ; or 
elſe a conſiderable number of Parithes in this Nation 
muſt be left without Miniſters to ' officiate in their 
Churches. 

To conclude this Chapter, the Burdens upon the 
Clergy are grievous, the Miſtakes of ſeveral concer- 
ning their Revenues notorious, and the general Com- 
plaints againſt them unjuſt and groundleſs : And I do 
not find any that has the ſhadow oft Reaſon but this about 
Pluralities. And for that, far the greateſt Part are P/u- 
raliſts out of pure neceſlity ; the reſt are ſo by the Al- 
lowance of the Law, and if ſome of them be blame- 
able, it can never be a juſt Prejudice againſt the main - 
Body of the Clergy. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Of the Doftrines of the Clergy, particularly of 


Passive OBEDIENCE. 


Mong the many Accuſations and late Prejudices 
againſt the Clergy, thoſe of their Dottrines and 
Principles have not been the leaſt. Of which we may 
pertinently take notice of two Particulars. ' Firſt, their 
preaching up and vindicating ſeveral unintelligible My- 
fteries ; and Secondly, their patronizing the Doctrines 


: of Paſſive Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance. 


Firſt, the Clergy are accus'd of preaching up, and 


2 vindicating ſeveral unintelligible My/eries, which of 
| late has been much exclaimd againſt, and accounted 
| all Artifice and Prieſt-craft only to procure a ieſpett 
: and Veneration from the Ignorant and Vulgar. Theſe 
; are the Accuſations of the looſer fort in the City, and 
' of others who pretend to have made new Diſcoveries 


in Religion, and to have clcar'd it from theſe great 


| Difficulties, and that vaſt Rubbiſh which the Clergy 


' had made by their various Nzcetzes and Diſtinitions, 


and their voluminous Syſtems, &C. 
Now what theſe Myſteries are, which they endea- 


- vour to explode, will eaſily appear, from their Wri- 


+ If the Ckrgy had tauglit any My/terious Notion that 
: G | 


tings and Diſcourſes, to be the Doctrines of the bleſſed 
Trinity, the Incarnation of our Saviour, and the like. 
So that the Accuſation will reach further than to the 
Clergy ; even to the impeaching the Holy Scriptures 
themſelves, where theſe Dorines are certainly taught. 


had 
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had no Foundation in Scripture, it would have look'd 
like Artifice and Jugg/e. Or if they had pretended 
tro ſuch a particular Skill and Knowledge in Myfteries, 
as the Laity cou'd never attain to, it might reaſonably 
enough be call'd Prie/t-craft. But if the Clergy have 
conceal'd nothing from the People which they know 
themſelves, but have explain'd every Thing to the 
utmoſt of their Capacities; If they have conſtantly 
appeal'd-to the Holy Scriptures, and have exhorted 
their Auditors to ſearch them with all Diligence, why 
are they blam'd, and accounted as Deluders and Im- 
poſers upon the People 2 Is it a Proof of Subtilty or 
Knavery for Men to confeſs their imperte&t Under- 
ſtandings, and to acknowledge their Inabilities of com- 
prehending ſome Divine Truths» Certainly it is a 
orcater Proof of their Honeſty and Simplicity of Mind. 
But the Clergy are accus'd of perplexing Religion 
with endleſs Dz/putes, and confounding that which is 
Duty, with intricate Terms and Nicetzes, ſubtle Dij- 
/tinttions and tedious and unintelligible Syſtems, when 
all the Duties of Religion are clear and maniteſt to 

the meaneſt Capacity. I grant, that what 1s neceſſa 
to Salvation, has a Clearneſs and Evidence ſufficient 
for that purpoſe, whether it be in matters of Faith 
or Practice. But who have perplex'd and confound- 
<&d theſe > Not the Orthodox Clergy, but the Fereticks 
which have been in all Ages. Atheiſts have attack'd 
the Being of a God, Deiſts his Attributes, and Socz- 
»ians woud perſwade Men to deny the Divinity of the 
Lord that bought 'em, and all with their utmoit Abiti- 
ties of Wit and Learning. When ſuch Attacks are 
made, the Clergy cannot but think it their Duties to | 
engage theſe and other bold Invaders, and to Contend | 
earneſtly | 
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earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints. From 


hence proceed all the numerous Controverſies, Sy/ems, 
Diſtinttions, &c. and not from the Nature of Religion 
it ſelf, nor yet from the Orthodox Clergy, who only 
defend it from ſuch as wou'd either weaken or de- 
ſtroy it. But, 

Secondly , the Clergy are accus'd of patronizing, 
the Dodrines of Paſſrve Obedience and Non-Refiſtance, 
and encouraging their Princes to introduce 7yrarny 
and Slavery; and after that, of deſerting their Do- 
&rines, as their Intereſt leads them, and of joyning 
with any Government that is moſt able to ſupport 
them. 

The Duty of Obedience and Submiſſion, whether to 
Princes, Parents, Maſters or others, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the Subſiſtence and Well-being of Man- 
kind in general, and is founded in natural as well 
as revealed Religion. But the exai Meaſures and 
Limits of Obedience, are no where unalterably fix'd 
by any particular Law of God, but in all Exigencies 
muſt be determind by Mens unbiaſs'd Conſciences, 
and the pure Light of Reaſon. For to ſet Limits in 
all Caſes that may happen, wou'd make God's Pre- 
cepts too numerous, and too burdenſome for the Me- 
mories of Men. Therefore we find his Commands 
deliver'd in the moſt ſtrict and comprehenſive Terms, 
to keep up their Authority, and preſerve them from 
the Evaſion of every Libertine. They are moſtly 
without Exceptions, or referved Caſes ; as we find in 
the Duties of Children, who are commanded to obey 
their Parents in all things, Col. 3. 20. $o likewiſe 
concerning Wives, it is ſaid, as the Church js ſubject 
unto Chriſt fo Wroes ouzhr to be to their own Husbands 
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in every thing, Epheſ. 5. 24 Not but that extream 
Cruelty and Adultery in the latter, and an Attempt 
upon Life in the former Caſe, make a great Altera- 
tion in either of their Duties, and may be a juſt Ex- 
ception, tho' not mention'd in the very Words of the 
Command. 

As the Laws of God are generally deliver'd without 
mentioning of rare and reſerv d Caſes, fo likewiſe very 
often the Laws of the Land are expreſs'd in poſitive 
and abſolute Terms, that all true Obedience might 
be perfectly ſecured, and no Breaches left for the En- 
rrance of unjuſt Invaders. Thus in the 14th of Charles Il. 
ie find Obedience to the King expreſs'd in theſe 
Terms, That it is not lawful upon any Pretence whatſo- 
-ver, to take Arms againſt the King ; and to diſtinguiſh 
between his Authority and his Perſon, in the Caſe of 
Reſiſtance, is there called a 7raiterous Poſition, I grant 
that theſe Words neither do nor can prohibit Reſiſtance 
in all poſſible Caſes ; (for that wou'd have heen giving 
more than a Parliament have to diſpoſe ot, and con- 
tequently a Diſſolution of the Exg/i/þ Conſtitution) 
but yet they were ſuch as very much needed an In- 
terpretation, and naturally might and did miſlead ma- 
ny of the Laity as well as Clergy. So that whatſoe- 
ver Error was in theſe Matters, proceeded from the 
Times ; and was at leaſt as much a Miſtake of the 
Stare, as of the Church. And certainly ſuch of the 
Clergy as were educated in thoſe Times, and had the 
Declaration of Non-Refiſktance impos'd upon them, at 
their firſt Entrance into Eccleſiaſtical Imployments, 
might be allow'd to err with the reſt of the Nation, 
without bearing all the Reproach ſingly. 


Yet 
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Yet after all the Outcry againſt the Clergy for propa- 
gating an enſlaving Dofctrine, many in thoſe Times 
knew how to reconcile the Chriſtian Dottrine of S4- 
miſſion to Governours, to the State Dotrine of maintain- 
ing Municipal Laws and Liberties. And tho' they did 
not think it proper to be continually preaching to 
the People all the exempt? Cafes which cou'd be tup- 
pos'd ; yet whenſoever there was occalion, they did 
both in their Writings and Diſcourſes allow of ſome 
Exceptions from the Common Rule. They knew 
that Extraordinary Caſes ought not to be ſuppos'd when 
they were giving Directions belonging to the Ordi- 
nary Courſe of Lite ; but when they tound that Ad- 
vantages were taken from general Meaſures, and their 
Dottrines abusd to the Hazard of the Nation, they 
began to declare themſelves more openly and parti- 
cularly, and to make it appear, That there was a real 
and eſſential difference between common Atts of Tyranny 


and a 7otal Subverſion of a Conſtitution. 


So that to ſuch as account the Clergy Time-ſervers 
and Complyers with all [ntercſts, I anſwer, Firſt, That 
Men in Matters of Speculation may err without any 
ſiniſter Deſign, and be convinc'd by Practice, without 
a juſt reaſon of Reproach. Secondly, The Clergy 
have not fo much chang'd their Opinion and Dotftrines 
as they have limited and explain'd them ; as the A- 
poltles did when ever their Notions were miſtaken 
or abus'd by others. And "Thirdly ; If tizy were ſuch 
7 ime-ſervers as they are frequently repreiented, they 
would have undoubtedly jovn d with the late King 
both in his arbitrary Practices and his Religion, ha- 
ving then Incouragements anſwerable to their ſuppos'd 
Ambitions. But they were fo tar trom ſuch Com- 

pliances, 
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pliances, that they thought themſelves bound to op- 
poſe him, both in their publick Writings againſt his 
Religion, and their hazardous Declarations againſt his 
Proceedings; while all other Parties of Difſenters were 
only idle SpeCators. 

If any of the Clergy have ſtretched the Doctrine of 
Paſſrve Obedience further than will well conſiſt with our 
late Revolution, or than our Ezg/iſh Conſtitution will 
bear, it is a more reaſonable, as well as candid Inter- 
pretation, to ſay it proceeded from a meer Miſtake and 
not any / Defien againſt their Country. I am confhi- 
dent that the preſent Sufferings of ſome of theſe will 
naturally lead us to think no leſs. So that thoſe who 
have been the greateſt Aſſerters of Paſſrve Obedience, 
are now ſignal Proofs againſt their having any Secular 
Deſigns, and cannot jultly be charged as 7ime-ſervers. 
I mean thoſe who ſuffer for Conſcience-ſake, and with 
the Spirit of Meekneſs. But I am not to vindicate 
the Humours and Turbulency of ſome of that Party, 
who having ſowred their Tempers, and vitiated their 
Principles, have proceeded fo far as to brand the 
main Body of the Clergy with Apeſtacy, and to treat 
them with greater Reproach and Cenſure than either 
the Libertines or Diſſenters. 

In ſum, the Dofrines and Principles of the Clergy 
are in themſelves ſound and agreeable to Scripture, 
but if fome tew have unwarily apply'd them, and Go- 
vernours have wilfully abus'd them, it can be no juſt 
Prejudice to the Church in general, nor to the main 
Body of its Muniſters. | 
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SAP. V. 


Of the Praftices of the Clergy, and their Exerciſing 
their Authority. 


Nother great Prejudice againſt the Clergy is oc- 
caſion'd by their Ations and Prattices, which 
have been frequently miſrepreſented, and as unjuſtly 
cenſur'd. Upon the Account of theſe, they are 
blam'd for being Men of a perſecuting Spirit and 
Temper, and charg'd with aſſuming an imperious Au- 
thority and exerciſing their Power without either Mo- 
deration or Juſtice. 

As for their being of a perſecuting Spirit, that Ac- 
cuſation I ſuppoſe is founded upon their Behaviour 
towards the Diſſenters in the late Reigns. Perhaps 
ſome of this Body, as well as of all others, might be 
impos'd upon by the Artifices of the Court, which 
were Practis'd to ſet one Party upon the other by 
Turns. But thoſe who moſt complain, ought reaſo- 
nably to take notice, That throughout the Kingdom, 
and particularly in the City, the Diſſenting Laity were 
not a little obligd to the Clergy of all Ranks, for 
ſaving them from the Penaltics of the Laws then in 
force ; which Laws did not procced from the Church, 
but the State. Afﬀter all, let the Modcration of the 
Church of Erz/and, and the Violence of other Parties 
when uppermoſt, be truly repreſented, and I durſt 
Appeal, with an ingenious Author, to any Party of 
Religion among us, whether they wou'd not rather 
{ee that Church, with its Guides and Governours, in- 


veſted 


> ———_— . _ 
EELDEIIR -- LE 
I ORE. = NR < _ 


DES EI ME 7” 


;> * ad 


. * ip _ 


% . I 
W*> oo JE. $f vga 
_ "27 ay > Ly” my 


— — —— . — 


The Praftices of the CueRrGry, &c. 


$5 op dint ng. pea ge = — EI Dt nn 
p = : Bo Tz —= 
4 J Ix eg ee 
> le": AS = 2008 _—_ 
ww —— - _ - 
F - . x" i 
_ - <"h 


Ss 
« * > - ——_ 


<2 oo freer ooo 


veited with the Power of making Laws for others, 
than any other Church-Parcy whatſoever, their own 
oaly excepted. 

But the Clergy are blamed alſo for aſfuming too 
great Power to themſelves, and challenging a Right 
of puniſhing Offenders, which, theſe Objectors ſay, be- 
longs only to the Civil Magiſtrate, upon which account 
they uſually exclaim againſt the Eccle/taſtical Courts, 
as intollerable Burdens in a free Nation. 

As to the Authority of the Clergy, I have in the 
Second Chapter ſhown it to be real, and that it is de- 
riv'd from Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who gave 
very clear and poſitive Directions concerning it. And 
I deſire any one who reads that Chapter, and looks 
into the Examples of the primitive Chriſtians, ſeriouſly 
to conſider with himſelf, whether he can have any 
Reaſon to accuſe the Clergy of Uſurpation or of aſſu- 
ming the leaſt unwarrantable Power ; Or whether he 
will not have more Reaſon to believe, that the Clergy 
have been too backwards in exerciſing that Authority 
with which they are really inveſted. I am not con- 
cern'd for the Incroachments of the Romiſh Prieſts, 
wv ho are not to be excus'd in this Matter; but am 
atſur'd, that our Clergy, ſince the Reformation, never 
pretended to any Authority, but what was apparent 
from the plaine(t Words in Scripture, and the con- 
{ant Practice of the Apoſtles, and their Succeſlors in 
cle firſt and pureſt Ages of Chri/tianzty. 

But beſides, the Church pretends to no more, but 
411at 1n fome Meaſure 1s practis d by all other Soczerzes 
among Mankind, which have been form'd for the 
[Improvement of Learning or Morality, namely, to 


exerciſe a Diſcipline over their own Members, for the 


preſervation 


ed here comms. 


The Praftices of the C1 &GY, &C. 


preſervation of good Order in their Society. So that the 
Authority of the Clergy is not only founded upon Scrip- 
ture and Example, but alſo upon pure Reaſon, and the 
very Nature of all Societies, which is to- Cexſure their 
own Members upon their Misbehaviour , and laitly 
to Ejedt them, when they render themſelves incapable 
of the Priviledges, by breaking through the Rules ot 
the Eſtabliſhment. Now I would ask any one who 
acknowledges the Chri/tzan Religion, whether from the 
Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, ſome Diſcipline 1s 
not highly convenient, tho' our Saviour and his Apoltles 
had lett no Commands concerning it. And ſuppoling 
a Perſon to live in open Profeſſion of ſome notorious 
Vice, contrary to the eſtabliſh'd Rules of Chri/fianzty, 
whether it be not neceſſary for the Honour of Religi- 
on, and the Well-being of the Church, as well as in 
order to the Spiritual Good of the Offender, that he 
ſhou'd at leaſt be Suſpended; and if that prove ineffetu- 
al towards his Reformation, to be at laſt Ejefed. 
Now all theſe and the like Cenſures may be excr- 
cis d without any kind of Uſurpation or Intrenchment 
upon the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate : For they are 
of a different Nature from Temporal Puniſhments, and 
reach ſome Caſes which the common Laws of Nations 
never took any Notice of. Here is the eſſential Diffe- 
rence between Civil Government and ſuch as 1s purely 
Eccleſiaſtical : The latter regards the Inward, the for- 
mer lays hold on the Outward Man alſo: The one 
with-holds from the unworthy Member thoſe Spiri- 
tual Priviledges of which he has render'd himſelf in- 
capable ; the other inilifts thoſe Puniihments upon the 
Body or Eſtare of the Offender as the Law determines. 
In ſum, the Churches Diſcipline, purcly as ſuch, has 
H nothing 
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nothing to do with any external Force or Compullion, 
being wholly without the uſe of the Civil Sword ; and 
conſequently is no Invaſion or Incroachment upon the 
Office of the Civil Magiſtrate. 

As to the Method of Proceeding in the Ecclefraſtical 
Courts, which is now ſo much exclaim'd againſt, T 
have this to obſerve, that it is no other than what has 
been continu'd here without Interruption, till of late 
Years, ever ſince the Conqueſt. And thoſe who ob- 
ject againſt the Reaſonableneſs of this Method, muſt 
reflet upon ſome of the wiſeſt Nations in the World, 
who have gone upon the ſame Grounds, in all that 
have receiv'd the Civil Law, and likewiſe upon ſome 
of the principal Courts now in this Kingdom, as the 
Chancery and Admiralty, which are guided by the fame 
Fundamental Rules. 

There have been many Complaints againſt the 
Eeclefraſtical Courts, of which IT ſhall but juſt take 
Notice of one or two: And the firſt is concer- 
ning their Excommunicating Perſons for every Trifle, 
and for the Non-payment of the leaſt Daes ; which 
they ſay is a very unjuſt Puniſhment, and bears no Prop 
portion to the Offence. They that make the Com- 
plaint are generally ſuch as utterly deny the Validity 
of Excommunication, and think it no Puniſhment at all, 
but only aggravate the Nature of it beyond their own 
Beliefs to make the Matter appear more odious. But 
upon Examination it will be tound, that Perſons are 
not Excommunicated tor Tries, nor purely for the 
Non-payment of Dues, but ior Noxn-Appearance and 
Contempt of the Court, which cou'd never be ſupported 
without the highe!t Puniſhments. And it is, and muit 
be the Fratice of all Courts whatſoever, to in4i tacir 
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ſevereſt Puniſhments upon ſuch as contemn their Au- 
thority, without which all Civil Power and Proceedings 
would be at an End. 

Another Complaint againſt the Eccle/raſtical. Courts 
is, the taking of Bribes, by which ſome Offenders 
eſcape unpunithed. I grant that this is a great Corrup- 
tion where it is praiſed , but I find that great Num- 
bers that make this Complaint, do it only by way 
of Reproach ; They Complain not becauſe theſe Offt- 
cers ſometimes take Bribes and let Offenders eſcape, 
but becauſe they will not do it always, but purſue their 
Authority, continue their Proceedings, and oblige Of- 
fenders to a Compliance and Submitl:'on. As for theſe 
and other Corruptions in Eccleftaſtical Courts, they are 
ſuch as are generally complain'd of in all other Courts, 
ſometimes, 1t may be, juſtly, but frequently very un- 
juftly and wrongfully ; and it being almoſt impoſſible 
(as it is found in other Courts) to reſtrain ſome greedy 
Officers, ſo it is hard that all the corrupt Practice in 
Ecclefraſtical Courts ſhould be imputed to the Body of 
the Clergy. 

I mention theſe Matters only with a deſign to 
rectifie one Miſtake concerning Excommunication, and 
to deſire that the Clergy might not be obliged to 
anſwer for the Failings of others ; - As to their real Au- 
thority, and the Validity of Ecclefraſtical Cenſures, 1 
hope none can deny theſe who believes the Hiltory 
of the Goſpel and the firſt Ages of the Church ; and 
for the regular Uſe of them in general, I appeal to 
the Matters of Fact, and the unbiaſs'd Conſciences of 
moderate Men. 
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Of the Lives, Converſations, and Morals of the 
CL EMS EL 


Am now arriv'd at the laſt and heavieſt Charge 
againſt the Clergy, which relates to their Lives 
and Converſations, which have been rigidly examin'd 
and ſeverely cenſur'd by Men of all Parties. They 
have been frequently repreſented as Men of too much 
liberty in their Behaviour, of looſe and careleſs Mo- 
rals, given to Luxury and Exceſs, and uſing their 
Revenues, either to the unjuſt raiſing of their Fami- 
lies, or to the delicious pampering of their Bodies. 
This is a heavy Charge indeed, and wou'd be very 
conſiderable, were it in any degree true, as to the 
Generality or to the Majority of the C/ergy. But that 
it is not ſo, is apparent not only from common Expe- 
rience, but likewiſe from the Acknowledgements of 
their moſt bitter Enemies, I mean the Debauched and 
looſeſt Part of the Nation, who generally endeavour to 
render them as odious as pollible, and to make them 
appear more vicious then themſelves. Theſe, always 
hating ſuch as lay a Reſtraint upon their Vices, tho? 
they trequently repreſent them as Men of Liberty, yet 
they often in their Writings and Diſcourſes call them 
a preciſe and /trait-lac'd Generation, Saints with ſcrew'd 
Faces, &c. and give them ſuci Names as imply a Way 
of Living quite contrary to Looſeneſs and Immorality. 
And when any Clergy-man happens to fall into their 
Company, they are apt to think their Converſation 
dampd 
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damp'd and ſpoil'd, and that they cannot have the 
Freedom of talking or acting ſo lewdly as they de- 
fire ; which is a plain Intimation that they believe not 
the Clergy to be ſo bad as themiclves. 

I acknowledge and am heartily ſorry to fay , that 
ſome of the Clergy have given too great an Occaiion 
for the hard Cenſures of the World. But, as I faid 
before, I do not pretend to vindicate every particular 
Member of this Order. They are Men, and conf:- 
quently liable to the Frailty and in"rmities of human 
Nature ; and among a numerous Body , it cannot be 
expected that all ihou'd anſwer the Fnds of their iroteſ- 
ſion, but ſome will be carry'd away with that inan- 
dation of Vice now abounding in the Nation. Among 
the twelve Apoſtles, which were of our Saviour's own 
chuſing, one of them was a notorious Villain and a 
Traitor ; and can a Body of fourteen or filteen 't hou- 
fand Men be ſuppos'd to be free irom vicious and un- 
worthy Members, in the midit of a degenerate and 
profligate Age 2 The IIl Lives of ſome ol the Clergyare 
undoubtedly of dangerous Conſequence to the Church 
and Religion ; theretore I ſhall briefiy note ſome of the 
Cauſes of theſe Miſcarriages, whica I believe will be 
of no ditadvantage to that Order. 

The firit Cauſe is the Degencracy of the Age, which 
is very ditferent from the carly Times of Chri/tiarity, 
which was ſo celebrated for the extraordinary Piety 
and Charity, and the unafiected U-yotions and Auſte- 
rities of the Laity as well as Cler:y, Theſe were the 
Times of Perſccution and Adveriity, when Mens Minds 
were truly awa'end, and excrcis d in all Perfections. 
But of late a long Profpcrity has taken of the Edge 
of thoſe Devotions, which together with an affluence 

of 


d hk Oye uy Ge ww we — ow” 


wi Wow ee 


The Lives of the Cuency, &c. 


of Plenty and Riches, has infefted this Nation with 
ſach epidemical Vices, as have ſeiz'd, in ſome mea- 
ſure, as well upon the Clergy as the Laity. And as 
nothing is ſo dangerous as the Thoughts of Security ; 
ſo ſome of the Clergy, finding their Religion and Party 
the moſt prevailing, and eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of the 
Land, have been too careleſs and negligent in their 
Actions and Duties, to the weakning of the Church, 
and the Dithonour of their Profeſſion. 

Another Cauſe is the Inconſiderateneſs, and ſome- 
times Raſhneſs of thoſe who enter into Orders only 
for temporal Advantage, and the Profits ariſing from 
the Church. This 1s a Deſign much promoted by 
Lay Parents and Guardians, who in the Education of 
their Children and Relations generally give them a 
Proſpect of the Revenues, but ſhew them little or no- 
thing of the great Duties of the Clergy. Thus many 
a Gentleman makes choice of his weakeſt and moſt 
unfit Son for the Miniſtry, chiefly becauſe he deſigns 
him no other Fortune but what the Church affords, 
or rather becauſe He, or ſome near Relation , has a 
good Living in his Gift to beſtow upon him. By theſe 
and the like Means the Church is often made a Re- 
fuge and a Shelter for ſuch as cannot well ſubſiſt 
without it. ' This is a Door which ſome unworthy 
Members will creep in at, notwithſtanding any Bi- 
ſhops Care; and it is no Wonder, that they, who 
commit ſo great an Error in the Beginning, ſhou'd 
afterwards not anſwer the Ends of their Function, but 
be more buſie about their Profits and Pleaſures, than 
their Duties and Obligations. 

The laſt and greateſt Cauſe of the Failings of ſome 
of the Clergy, is their Poverty ; which frequently oc- 
caſtons 
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caſions both Ignorance and Looſeneſs. Not that a Man 
poorly benefic'd, is neceſſitated to be diflolute; bur 
that ſuch a One lies expos'd and ſubje& to the Hu- 
mours of the Wealthy, and may be eaſily drawn from 
his own mean and melancholy Dwelling, where he has 
but a few Books to read, and ſmall Proviſion for 
himſelf and Family, to the plentiful Table of a rich 
Neighbour or Patron, and at their Tables may be 
tempted to comply too far with the Company, not 
only, not correcting the Profaneneſs, the Swearing, 
or the Ribaldry, as they ought to do, but by degrees, 
not being uſed to Plenty, may be betrayed into Excels. 
This is occaſion'd too often by the unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances of the poorer Clergy, who generally are 
timerous, dejected, and complying, by reaſon of their 
Poverty, and, it may be, their Debts, and too liable 
to Temptation, where there 1s Plenty, by reaſon of 
the ſcarcity of their domeſtick Proviiions. And if 
we ſearch throughout the whole Kingdom, and ex- 
amine all thoſe of the Clergy who are blam'd for their 
looſe Lives and Converſations, we {hall find that . far 
the greateſt Part of them are ſuch who have not 
truly a competent Maintenance. 

Theſe three Reaſons, tho they cannot juſtifie any 
Failures in the Clergy, yet they are ſuch as may wipe 
of the Reproach in foie meaſure, however, from 
the main Body of them. For if Men will conſider 
that the firit proceeds from a looſe Age where all are 
concern d; the ſecond chiety from the Laity them- 
ſelves; and the third irom a mean and inſufficient 
Subiillance ; they wou'd find no ſuch great Keaſon for 
hard Cenſures ; cipecially ftince much the fimaller Part 
of the Clergy arc only blamcable. 

But 
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But after all, the Clergy have been unjuſily, as well 
as hardly cenſur'd, and the Failings of ſome have been 
miſrepreſented and aggravated beyond all Truth, and 
the Indiſcretions of others condemn'd as the moſt no- 
torious Vices, The Eyes of all Men are fix d upon 
their Actions, and many People find a ſecret Plea- 
ſure in efpying out their Faults ; which are frequent- 
ly repreſented with many additional black Circum- 
{lances, to render them the more odious. It 1s ſcarcely to 
be imagin'd how many improv'd and falſe Stories have 
been related and believ'd concerning Clergy-men ; ſo 
that I may venture to ſay, That no Profeſſion or Body 
of Men were ever more unjult ſufferers in their Repu- 
tations than they. 

Though far the greateſt Part of the Clergy have been 
no ways Scandalous in their Lives, and have given no 
occaſion for 1!] Stories, yet the Looſeneſs and Intem- 
perance of the Clergy are common Subjects of Dif- 
courſe with many Perſons, and fome times, and in 
ſome places, they are offered as Arguments for the 
ſevereſt uſage of them, and particularly. in Taxes. 

It is well known how it has been objected againſt 
them, that they mcet frequently, and ſpend treely, 
and that in Publick Houſes; why then, ſay ſome, ſhould 
they not be taxed to the extremity ? lt is true, their 
Education and Acquaintance, does incline them to 
be deſirous of one anothers Companies, which they 
cannot have ſo conveniently , in the Country eſpe- 
cially, as in publick places, where they may have 
alſo other honeſt occaiions of reſort ; But ſuch their 
Meetings are as irnocent, temperate, and frugal, as 
they are refreſhing and uſeful: Why then ſhould they 
Le cenſur'd:' and reproach'd for this 2 And worle ſtill, 
Why 
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Why ſhould they for this be burdened beyond the 
uſual meaſures, even to Oppreſiion 2 And yet there have 
been ſome Commiſſioners of fowre Nature, and ll 
Principles, who when they have got the Parſon into 
handling, have ſo ſqueezed him as to make him an 
Example for this kind of Profuſeneſs, as they call it. 
If ſome Clergy-mez have been guilty of Irregularity or 
Diſorder in publick Places, the reſt ought not to ſuifer 
for that, no more than ſuch of them as live within 
compaſs, ought to be reproach'd in common with 
ſome few others who run into little ſcandalous Debts, 
' and indeed, ſome of the poorer Clergy are more 
ſcandalous for their Debts, than for their Vices. 

To conclude this Head, let the great Number of 
the Clergy be confiderd, and their Vertues and Ex- 
cellencies fairly ſet againſt their Failings and Im- 
perfections, or rather the worthy Members againſt the 
Unworthy, and they will not complain of Injuſtice 
or Hardſhip. And I appeal to the Conſciences of all 
ſerious Perſons, whether they do no think and know, 
that there are at preſent a very conſiderable Number 
of pious, charitable and uſeful Divines ; whether thev 
know any one Age that has produc'd more of this 


Kind ; whether their grave Deportment and unblemiſh'd . 


Converſations, do not render them truly Venerable ; 

And whether their generous Behaviours and charitable 

Diſpoſitions ought not to challenge Love and Eſteem . 
from all that know them 2 And it ſo, for their fakes, 

the main Body might expect a more candid and civil 

Treatment than they generally find.. 
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CHAP. VIL 
The CONCLUSTON. 


Have now got through the ſeveral Heads and Topics 
[ firſt propos'd ; and have treated on the main Pre- 
judices againſt the Clergy with all Fidelity and Since- 
rity, as well as Brevity and Simplicity. I have firſt 
ſhown, That their [»/?:tution is Divine, their Offices di- 
ſtinct from the Zairy, and that both Dignity and Autho- 
rity are annexed to them by the ſame »/tirution; fo 
that it is unbecoming to diſreſpe& their Perſons, and 
fatal ro defpiſe their FuntF;ons, Next, I have ſhown, 
That the many Accuſations that have aroſe from the 
Revenues, from the Dotfrines, from the Pradlices, and 
from the Morals of the Clergy, are ſome of them un- 
juit and groundleſs, and meer Miſtakes, others im- 
pious and prophane, and others aggravated and miſ- 
reprefented, and ſuch as are really no juſt prejudice 
againſt the main Body of the Order ; and conſequent- 
ly , they cannot be any ſufficient ground for uſing 
chem more ſeverely either in common Cenſure or pub- 
lick Burden, than any other fort of Subjects. 

Aſter this, 1 beg leave to addreſs my felf in few 
aords both to the Lairy and Clergy of this Nation ; 
only as a Propeſer and Petitioner in fome Matters that 
may be for the advantage of Religion, and the Peace 
of the Nation. For the Lazty, 1 thall conſider them, 
x. in General, 2. Such as are part of the LTeg/lative 
Fower, 2. Such as are Patrons of Eccleſiaſtical Benefi- 
ces; and 4. Such as are Diſſexters {rom the Eftabliſh'd 
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x. I beg of the Lazity in general, as they believe 
Chriſtianity and the Scriptures, and value their: Eternal 
Welfare, that they would not look upon the Clergy 
either as Uſurpers of Authority in point of Govern- 
ment and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, or !mpoſers upon the 
Conſciences and Freedoms of Men in points of Do- 
&rine which depend upon Revelation, and may there- 
fore be accounted mylterious, ſince the Holy Scrip- 
tures do manifelily warrant the fame. That they 
would not blame the Clergy in Gexeral for the Mil- 
carriages of ſome, nor cenſure the Prattices and Morals 
of any, without a due Conſideration and Diilin ion 
of their Ofices, and likewite an Unqueſtionable Atju- 
rance of the Truth of the Accufation. And tho' it is 
unlawful, in moſt Caſes, to report all the Evil we hear, 
or know of others, yet 1t this laſt Rule of Unque/tio- 
nable Afſuranee was tully obſerved, it would however 
have this happy Effte&, as a great Man obſerves, to 
retrenci Nine parts in Ten of the Calumny that is in 
the World. 

2. That thoſe who are part of the Leg/Nlarive Power, 
would confider the great and neceilary Expences of 
the Clergy, before, and at, their Entrance upon any 
Benefice, and their continued Charges after their Settlc- 
ment, together with the numerous Abridgments, and 
Retrenchments under which they fuiler. And tho' all 
Livings are Freehold's according to |.aw, yet they have 
\uch mighty Burdens and jncumbrances upon them, 
and ſuch great Duties and Labours annexed to then, 
as belong to no Freeholrts among the ZLaity, Therciorc 
it is hoped that when the Mhitakes are removed, 
unjult Prejudices anſwered, ant the Poverty of ſome, 
and the incumbrances oi  otners or tit Clergy re- 
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. membred, their future Taxes wil be made more eafie 


and equal ; at leaſt ſo far as to diſtinguiſh between that 
part of their Revenues which is due to their meer La- 
hours, and that which is given by way of Merit and 
Incouragement. 

3. That Patrons of Livings would remember, That 
their Right of Preſentation 1s a great Truſt, for which 
they mult give a ſtrict Account to God and their own 
Conlciences ; Therefore if any unworthy and ſcanda- 
lous Men creep into the Church through their Care- 
leſneſs or Incouragement, they are in great meaſure 
an{werable for the Miſchief they occation ; ſo that 
their trueſt Method will be to conſider the Good of 
Religion, and find out Worthy Men, without making 
any Profit or worldly Advantages to themſelves, or 
burdening the Fortunes and Conſciences of the Clergy 
"with Simoniacal Bonds ; which 'is not only a notorious 
Breach of their Truſt, but likewiſe a certain way of 
introducing many Miſchieſs and Corruptions in the 
Church, and an irreparable Injury to Religion. 

4- That the Dzſſenters would be very cautious of 
reporting diſadvantageous Stories, and propagating 
Prejudices againſt the Clergy of that Church, trom 
which they differ not in Fundamentals, Common 
Policy ſhould teach them to be wary and reſerv'd in 
this Matter ; ſince if they prove ſucceſsful in ſuch 
Practices, it may be dangerous, it not fatal to them- 
ſelves. , For a great part of the Calumnies and Pre- 
judices again{t the Conforming Clergy have been raiſed 
by Perſons, who are no better Friends to the Dzſſexters 
than they are to them, but equally ſirike at all Reli- 
con, and have a ſecret Hatred to Chriſtianity, be- 
cauſe it lavs a Reſtraint upon their Enormities, and 

iS 


The Conclu fron, 


is a Clog to their licentious Appetites; and though 
they ſeem to aim more diretly at the Church of 
England, it is becauſe it conſiſts of a more.confide- 
rable Body of Men, and by Law eſtablithed ; and 
therefore conſequently that is to be attacked firſt ; Bur 
whatſoever Prejudices are raiſed againſt it by ſuch 
as theſe, will by conſequence reach and affect the 
other Parties, and if the prevailing Number of Chr/- 
ſtians in a Nation be once overpowered by them, the 
reſt muſt needs follow; and Deiſm and Atheiſm will 
be planted in the room of Chri/t:anity, 

[ proceed next to the Clergy, I mean thoſe of the 
inferiour Qrders, for as to the Condut of the Bi- 
ſhops I preſume not to give Directions, and to the 
other I ſhall only hint two or three things, which 
may be of uſe to the whole Clergy, and helpful to 
the Biſhops. 

x. Since their Teſtimonials are requiſite for the 
admiſſion of Men into Holy Orders, they ſhould be 
very cautious of ſetting their Hands and Seals (as 
it is required) to any ſuch Writing, without ſufficient 
Knowledge, and that-for ſome time, of the Candidate 
of whom they teſtifie : For theſe Teſtimonials relating 
principally to the Life and Converfation of the Man, 
it being impoſſible for the Biſhops to know every one 
perſonally that applies to them for Orders, they are 
forced to rely upon the Credit of thoſe Teſtifiers 
whoſe Hands are ſubſcribed; and if they know as 
little of the Behaviour of the Man as the Biſhops 
themſelves do, or, it may be, knowing too much of 
his il] Behaviour, ſhall notwith{tanding, fubſcribe to 
a formal Recommendation, they do not only wrong 
their own Conſciences, and expoſe theinſelves to be 
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diſcredited for the future, but alſo do an irreparable 
miſchief to the Clurch ; in this Matter, they ought 
not to be led by the Teſtimony of others, but by 
their own Obſervation and Knowledge. 

2. Since the Biſhops, eſpecially out of their Viſt- 
tation, cannot have Information of the Miſcarriages 
of a Clergy-man ſo eafily, as by ſuch of the Clergy 
who live within the Neighbourhood, it may be of 
great uſe, to the detecting and correcting of ſuch 
Miſcarriages, and conſequently the preventing of pub- 
lick Clamours for the tuture, that Intimation ſhould 
be given to the Biſhop in whoſe Dioceſe ſuch 1can- 
dalous Perſon reſides. This many Clergy-men are 
backward in doing tor tear of being centured as In- 
formers ; but it care be taken that there. be no ap- 
pearance of private grudge or animoſity, or officious 
ingratiating of themiclves, -and the matter of Fact be 
undeniably true, all the odious part of the word - 
former 1s prevented. | | 
_ Laſtly, Since the Eſtabliſh'd Church has many 
Enemies by reaſon of the wicked Opinions, and wick- 
ed Practices of Men of all qualities in this licentious 
Age, and that the Diffenters are generally too prone 
to Cenſoriouſneſs and Cavil,. the Clergy ought not 
only to be truly pious, diligent, and tober, but alſo 
very cautious and watchtul, not expoliing themſelves 
ncedlefly to publick Concourſe and mixed Company, 
remembring always that moſt excellent and neceſiary 
Precept of our blelied Lord to his Diſciples, To be 
wiſe as Serpents, as well innocent as Doves. A juſt 
and convenient mixture of theſe muit have extraor- 
dinary Efiets. It would put all Calumny out of Coun- 
tcnance, and in a manner {rike Detraction dumb. 
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Theſe are only ſhort hints, which may eaſily be 
improved, to the Honour of Religion and Chriſtzanity, 
to the Eſtabliſhment of Pzery and Charity, and to 
the Confuſion and Downfal of Ferefie and Atheiſm. 
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